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Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 2021 

 

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the expected Messiah, who 

came in an unexpected way, as the baby Jesus. The color of the season is blue 

like the night sky, representing the Christ who is called Dayspring, which means 

source of day. 
 

Welcome/Announcements 
 

 
 

 

Gathering Music     
 

Arise in body or spirit. 
 

The CELEBRATION OF LIGHT ON THE ADVENT WREATH - Bethlehem Candle   
  

P   With joyful hearts filled with hope, 

C   we delight as the circle of light grows wider in the darkness of winter. 

   

A   In this season when we decorate our towns and homes with lights and color, 

C   may we also be busy decorating our hearts as well. 

   

P   Let us deck the halls of our hearts with deeds of compassion for the poor, with acts of love and 

service to one another, and with kindness to our friends and strangers. 

C   Let the preparation and decoration of our hearts rival the joyous beauty of our homes and 

cities. 

 

Advent Hymn                        The Advent of our God                     tune ELW 279 

  

                           I                                                                                                     II 
  

The advent of our God we seek,                                                  All glory be to Christ, the Son 

The coming of our Lord.                                                                          who died upon the tree. 

We seek the Lord of Grace who saves:                          All praise to God the One who makes, 

the  Savior - loved - adored.                                                                     creates and sets us free. 

We pray for Jesus’ coming                                                                        Sing to the Holy Spirit 

into our world of sin.                                                                            who moves among us still. 

We hope for life, we pray for Christ,                                We hope for life, we pray for Christ, 

our God, who dwells within.                                                                        our Lord Emmanuel. 
 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

A    Let us pray…… Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 

C    By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

First Reading                                              Malachi 3:1-4 
 

L A reading from Malachi. 
 

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) 

will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and 

gold are refined. 
 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 

coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 

he appears? 

  

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 

he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings 

to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 

the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 

L  The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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The psalm is spoken.  The leader will read the light text.  The assembly will read the bold. 

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79        

 

 
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people and set them free. 

        69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of your servant David.  

 
70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
71from the hands of all who hate us, 

        72to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant. 

 
73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
74to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

         free to worship you without fear, 75holy and righteous before you,  

            all the days of our life.  

 
76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

        77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 

      by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 
78In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

       79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

      and to guide our feet into the | way of peace.  
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Second Reading                                                Philippians 1:3-11 
 

L A reading from Philippians. 
 

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in 

partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern 

preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 
 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 

for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of 

this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 

Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all 

of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of 

the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And 

this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 

help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having 

produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

L  The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arise in body or spirit. All speak the Gospel Acclamation in unison. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Spoken                Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia. 
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Gospel Reading                                      Luke 3:1-6 
 

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and 

religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord. 
 

P  The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.   

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 

Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 

Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 

to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming 

a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 

prophet Isaiah, 
 

    “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be 

made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

       

    

Children’s Time 

 

 

Message                 

 

 
Silence for reflection 

 

 

Hymn of Day                            On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry                     ELW 249 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Come Lord Jesus. The assembly 

prays in song, Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A  In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 

      presence. 

 

A brief silence 
 

A    You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bishops, pastors, 

deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to 

your grace: especially, Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod 

companion Bethany Lutheran Church, Kaleva, Emmanuel Rectory, Hastings, Minister of Music 

Cindy, and Pastor Ken. Come Lord Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

A   Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and care and 

bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. Come Lord Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
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A   Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who have 

lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all 

who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Be with 

those who serve in the military, especially Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina 

Crawford (Clements), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas) and Julia 

Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Come Lord Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

A Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out with 

compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill especially Doris Allerding, Amber 

Andrews, Vickey Argo, Gerrie & Veronica Baarson, The family of Dave Bolton, Ron Bush, Donna 

Buehl, Cherie Clements, Ann Cusack, Mary Dawson, Mike Fruth, Lorie Gladyness, Karl Golnek, 

Lisa Golnek, The family of Dawn Goodrich, The family of Don Granzow, Larry Hansen, Mike 

Hoppe, The family of Jay Joseph, Bill Melcher, Gloria & Ron O’Beirne, Darlene Olson, The family 

of Frank Ossiff, Cynthia Rudesill (healthy pregnancy), Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, George 

Ulrich Jr., Sharon Varkula, Cheri Wilke, Deborah Wilke, Eve Wright, Lynnze, Kaylee F., Lily & 

Ali B. and Laney F. Grant them healing and wholeness. Come Lord Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

A  Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden those who 

ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for 

pointing to Jesus in all things. 
   

              (You may share your prayers at this time) 
                Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A  We remember your saints, especially David Bolton. Be with those who remember the saints in a 

more public manner and those who are celebrated in a more humble way. Confident that your work 

will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Come Lord Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

P  Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 

 

 

 
Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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Sharing the Peace 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
     (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

After a sign of Christ’s peace is given the prayer is prayed, as the assembly continues to stand. 

 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. 

C  Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the 

name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  

C  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P  Holy food for Holy people. 

C  Thanks be to God.  
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We partake of the Body and Blood of Christ 

 
Please be seated.  You are invited to come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  At this time, 

we only offer the pouring chalice and prefilled grape juice cups.  There is a gluten-free option for the bread.  

Please let the pastor know.   

 

Please remain seated. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

A   Let us pray . . . Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our  

      faith into a feast of salvation. 

C   Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of  

      your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Mission Minutes 

 
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing. 

 

 

Blessing 
 

P  God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you  

   all, now and always. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Hymn                       How Firm a Foundation                                        ELW 796 

 

 

Dismissal 

 

A   Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Life in the Wilderness 

 

The American Red Cross offers a training called Wilderness and Remote First Aid, during which 

participants learn skills to be used in case of emergencies such as low blood sugar, hypothermia, and 

burns when professional help is unavailable or far away. For someone experiencing a health crisis in 

a wilderness setting, a companion with remote first aid skills can be lifesaving. 

When Luke introduces John the Baptist in today’s gospel, readers are told that the word of God came 

to John in the wilderness. The wilderness mentioned here brings to mind a place that is remote, sparsely 

populated, and rugged. Yet there is a sense of another wilderness being illuminated here as well—the 

wilderness of a messy world where some have wealth and status while others experience food 

insecurity, injustice, and homelessness. 

It is into this wilderness that John the Baptist proclaims that one is coming through whom “all flesh 

shall see the salvation of God” (Luke 3:6). Luke’s intentional listing of all the authorities in power 

(vv. 1-2) indicates that he wants readers to know just how different John the Baptist and, more 

importantly, the one he proclaims are from the rulers of the day. 

People were drawn to the message John proclaimed, yet throughout his ministry John was clear that it 

wasn’t about him or his personal agenda but rather the work of God through him. He pointed to the 

Promised One and to the salvation Jesus offers. Like Jesus, John proclaimed a message that extended 

to the vulnerable and spoke of caring for our neighbors. 

Similarly, as followers of Christ, we are commissioned to go into the wilderness, to bring good news 

to the little and the least, and to proclaim the work of God in our lives, through both our actions and 

our words. As we do, we bear witness to the promise that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the one who 

leads us from death to life. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 43         Views: 90          Weekly Giving:  $2,765.00       Budget Amount:  $4,163.28 

 

Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of 

Genesis at 9:30 am. Hope to see you there!  

 

God’s Creation 2022 Calendars. Available for $5.00 each. There are only 9 calendars left. We thank 

the Outreach Committee for making these available. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE IS AT 4:00 PM this year with Prelude beginning at 3:30.  
 

The Advent devotional WAIT UPON THE LORD is available on the table in the Gathering Area. 

Compliments of the Outreach Committee.  
 

Mask wearing. The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing. You are 

welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable. Thank you for your 

flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing. 

 

The  2022 ELCA  Youth  Gathering  will  be  held  July  24-28,  2022,  

in  Minneapolis. Three youth and two adults are signed up. Other youth are 

welcome to join but will need to pay an additional $100.00 fee at this point. 
 

Increase Your Savings And Increase Your Comfort With A FREE Energy Analysis from 

Consumers Energy.  Sign up by  DECEMBER 12, 2021. You can have a virtual or in-person 

appointment. Please use POMO CODE: GLEE. If you have electric only call (833) 685-1312. If you 

have gas only or a combination of gas and electric call (888) 316-8014. 
 

Christmas Family Adoptions. There is a signup sheets to help provide groceries and gifts to families 

in need. The Children’s Gift purchasing board is posted in the gathering area. There are only 2 tags 

left at the time of printing. The grocery signup is posted on the bulletin board. Please have grocery and 

gift donations  to the church Sunday, Dec. 19th. 
  

Please fill out a survey about worship practices on the back of your participation card. We will 

have this survey for several weeks. The congregation council asks you to fill only 1 survey per person. 

Thank you for your partnership in ministry.  
 

Advent Worship. Join us this Wednesday night at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary for Holden Evening 

Prayer. This Wednesday is the next to last mid-week service as we share in scripture and sing the 

message of salvation. There  is a short  message and a gospel hymn. 
 

Caroling for the Homebound. Meet at the church at 1:00pm, as we set out to spread some cheer on 

December 11, 2021. Carpooling is available if it desired. 
 

Miracle on 34th Street at the Dennison Performing Arts Center. See you there! If you have signed 

up, your tickets will be there under Grace Lutheran Church at the ticket table. 
  

8:00 am   10:45 am 

Assisting Minister – Randy Teegardin Assisting Minister – Traci Wales 

Lector – Jamie Heise Lector – Gwen Hansen 

Cantor – Cindy Olson    Cantor – Cindy Olson    

Musician – Cindy Olson    Musician – Cindy Olson    

Pastor – Ken Scheck  Pastor – Ken Scheck 

  Fellowship –  Doug and Diane Neeb 


