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Epiphany of our Lord
January 9, 2022
During the Christmas season, the readings invite us to reflect on the Incarnation of God:
Jesus, God’s Word made flesh. In the person of Christ, God enters human history and
identifies with the human condition. Traditional colors of the season include white and gold,
symbolizing joy in the light of day. The use of the color red on the Christmas Wreath
symbolizes God’s love.
Welcome/Announcements
Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Gathering Music
Arise in body or spirit.

Greeting
P
The light of God given, experienced and shared be with you all.
C And also with you.
A The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
P Those who dwell in the land of deep darkness – on them light shined.
C We have seen Christ’s light, the light from God is Jesus.
A Jesus said, “I am the light of the world….
C Those who follow me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

Gathering Song

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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Prayer of the Day
A

Let us pray… O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star.

C Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision

of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Please be seated.
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First Reading

Isaiah 60:1-6

L A reading from Isaiah.

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence
is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming
to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.
1

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For darkness
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory
will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift
up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from
far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth
of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian
and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall
proclaim the praise of the LORD.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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The psalm is spoken. The leader will read the light text. The assembly will read the bold.

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2
that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;

1

3

that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
4
Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
5

May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
6
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
7

In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance
of peace till the moon shall be no more.
10
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.
11

May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.
12
For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

13

He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.
14
From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.
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Second Reading

Ephesians 3:1-12

L A reading from Ephesians.

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of
Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised
salvation.
1

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for surely
you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which
will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by
the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to
bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
7

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Arise in body or spirit. All speak the Gospel Acclamation in unison.

Gospel Acclamation Spoken

Alleluia!

Alleluia. Alleluia. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. Alleluia.
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Gospel Reading

Matthew 2:1-12

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a
faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
7

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left
for their own country by another road.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message

Silence for reflection

Song of Day
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The First Noel

ELW 300

Prayers of Intercession
We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, God of our salvation. The assembly
responds in prayer. Thank you for hearing us.

A Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence
A

God of wanderers, you sent the magi from afar to witness the mystery and majesty of your birth.
Send us into the world with your will in our hearts and on our lips. We thank you for our church
leaders especially, Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod
companion Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Lansing, First Baptist of Middleville, Middleville,
Minister of Music Cindy, and Pastor Ken. God of our salvation.
C Thank you for hearing us.
A You created heaven and earth. Through your Spirit send your all-encompassing love over the

cosmos. Bless the stars that guide our way and the night sky that invites the earth into slumber.
God of our salvation.
C Thank you for hearing us.
A You sent the magi to follow the star into an uncertain future. May all leaders and peoples seek your

face, especially when paths are not clear, conflicts rage, tyrants oppress, and fear abounds. Be with
those who serve in the military, especially Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina
Crawford (Clements), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas) and Julia
Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). God of our salvation.
C Thank you for hearing us.
A You sent your Spirit to dwell with Paul in prison. Send your Spirit to those who are imprisoned

and enslaved. Give courage and wisdom for building roads that lead to justice and freedom. Send
healing and relief to all who are sick, especially Doris Allerding, Amber Andrews, Vickey Argo,
Gerrie & Veronica Baarson, Donna Buehl, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Ann Cusack, Mary
Dawson, Mike Fruth, Lorie Gladyness, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Hannah Gutenmorgen, Larry
Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Bill Melcher, Gloria & Ron O’Beirne, Darlene Olson, Jane Secor, Mike
Shoemaker, George Ulrich Jr., Sharon Varkula, Cheri Wilke, Eve Wright, God of our salvation.
C Thank you for hearing us.
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A You sent the holy family to seek safety in a new land. Protect all who make similar journeys. Send

your guiding Spirit to asylum seekers, refugees, and all who journey toward safety.
(You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Your glory is shown to the saints. We give thanks for those whose earthly journey has ended and

now dwell with you forever. Give us signs of your continual presence until that day when we
arise in you. God of our salvation.
C Thank you for hearing us.
P Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of

your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the newborn Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of the newborn Lord with one another.)
After a sign of Christ’s peace is given the prayer is prayed, as the assembly continues to stand.

Offering Prayer
A
Let us pray….Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the
poor to bring the riches of your grace.
C
As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of
the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P Holy food for Holy people.
C Thanks be to God.

We partake of the Body and Blood of Christ
Please be seated. You are invited to come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. At this time,
we only offer the pouring chalice and prefilled grape juice cups. There is a gluten-free option for the bread.
Please let the pastor know.
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Please remain seated.

Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray . . . Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our

faith into a feast of salvation.
C Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of
your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Mission Minutes
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing.

Blessing
P Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace this Christmas

and always. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen

Sending Song

Drawn to the Light

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
C Thanks be to God.
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EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
Light for All
One of the most moving aspects of many Christmas Eve church services comes near the conclusion of
worship, when the lights are turned off and the church is plunged into darkness, heightening the
lateness of the hour. After a momentary pause, a single candle is lit. The nave is still dark. We cannot
see the faces of the people around us—yet the difference in emotion, between full darkness and the
light of just one candle, is striking. What relief, what hopefulness sweeps over us with only a single
light piercing the dark.
The light grows brighter gradually, unevenly, as we help light one another’s candles. This tradition
brings to life the messages of today’s readings: The light of Christ has come not to a select few, but to
everyone. Shining over all the earth, Christ’s light brightens the darkness for rich and poor alike, for
the influential and the powerless, for people who gather for worship each week and for those who
show up only once or twice in a year, or not at all. Everyone gets a candle; everyone receives the light.
And what does this light signify? The magi, following the light of the star, bow down and worship the
child Jesus, bringing gifts that signify the roles Jesus will fulfill: gold for a king, incense for a priest,
and myrrh, used to anoint the dead, because he has come to die and rise for us. Once the magi have
been in the presence of the light of the world, they are transformed. They go home by another way,
frustrating the aims of unjust King Herod.
Isaiah reminds us that the glory of the Lord disperses the darkness. Like the magi in our gospel reading,
we are transformed by the light of Christ to do the work of justice and righteousness, not for a select
few, but for all. Guided by the light, we are freed to work to bring about God’s kingdom wherever we
are, and for whomever we encounter.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Called to the Church Triumphant. Our sister in Christ, Ilene B. Hilson, entered the heavenly realm
on Monday, January 3, 2022. The funeral will be at Lauer Funeral Home, Hasting, MI on Wednesday,
January 12th with visitation at 10 am and worship is at 11 am following the visitation.

Let your light so shine before others. Beginning next week, we will begin receiving your
votive candle holders to be lit during the season after Epiphany.
Grace is once again looking for a Parish Administrator. Vicki MacKeller resigned to take
care of her Aunt Joy, who has stage 4 cancer. Please keep Joy and her family in prayer.
“New office hours” are Monday – Thursday 10 am through 1 p.m.
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Stewardship Information
Attendance: 28
Views: 70
Christmas Eve Views: 136
Weekly Giving: $9,620.00
Budget Amount: $4,163.28
Welcome to worship today! We hope you find what the Magi found. A loving Jesus who
welcomes all. No matter your background or faith tradition, you will find that Grace Lutheran
Church is a place that is full of love, care, and support. We are pleased that you are here among
us to worship our great God.
Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of
Genesis at 9:30 am. Hope to see you there!
Mask wearing. The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing. You are
welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable. Thank you for your
flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing.
Grace invites those who are considering joining the church to contact Pastor Ken. After hearing
from a couple people, we will be having a new member class during the Adult Forum Class time in
the near future. Even if you are a member of Grace, please consider coming to these classes.
Worship Committee was to meet today after the 10:45 am worship service. It is postponed to
February 6th.
The youth did not go tubing last week. God has provided an abundance of snow on the ground.
Look for a date that we are trying to nail down, so all our friends can join us for a tubing enjoyable
time. We look forward to going in February sometime.
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022,
in Minneapolis. Three youth and two adults are signed up. Other youth are
welcome to join but will need to pay an additional $100.00 fee at this point.

8:00 am
Assisting Minister – Randy Teegardin
Lector – Dave Neeb
Cantor – Ken Scheck
Musician – Carla Wilson-Neil
Pastor – Ken Scheck
Fellowship – Paul Kuhlman
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10:45 am
Assisting Minister – Mark Anton
Lector – Bill Freedlund
Cantor – Ken Scheck
Musician – Jeanette Markwart
Pastor – Ken Scheck
Fellowship – Paul Kuhlman

