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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
January 29, 2023 

 

 
 

 
 

Gathering Music     

 

Welcome 
 

Arise in body or spirit. 

Opening Sentences 
 

P   The light of God given, experienced and shared be with you all. 

C     And also with you. 

 

A The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

P Those who dwell in the land of deep darkness – on them light shined. 

C We have seen Christ’s light, the light from God is Jesus. 

 

A Jesus said, “I am the light of the world…. 

C Those who follow me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

 

 

Gathering Hymn              Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!                       ELW 873 

 

Greeting 
 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  
 

A  Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure 

in heart. 

C Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that 

in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen.  

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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First Reading                         Micah 6:1-8 
 

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God 

has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to 

attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to 

walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
 

L A reading from Micah: 
 

 1Hear what the LORD says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 
 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

 and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 
 

 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the LORD require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 15  

 

 
 
R Refrain  

 
 

1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

  2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

  who speak the truth | from their heart; R 

 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 

they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

  4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word.  

 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 

Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 
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Second Reading                   1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. 

Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, 

rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 
 

 

 

L A reading from 1 Corinthians: 
 

 

 

 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

 

  “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 

God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 

believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than 

human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not 

many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world 

to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is 

low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no 

one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became 

for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it 

is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 
L The Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
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Arise in body or spirit. 

Gospel Acclamation   Alleluia Lord, to Whom Shall We Go?         ELW Page 188 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading                      Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 
 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 

to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  
 

 

Message 
 

 

Silence for reflection. After reflection, 

 

 

Arise in body or in spirit to sing the hymn. 

Hymn of the Day       Let Justice Flow like Streams          ELW 717 
 

 

 

You may sit or kneel for prayer. 

Prayers 
 

A  Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A   Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in the 

cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice.  Bless the witness 

of missionaries especially Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our 

synod companions Feast of Victory Lutheran Church, Acme; Welcome Corners United 

Methodist Church, Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Radiant God, 

C   Let your light shine upon us. 
 

A  The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo 

with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire us 

with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Radiant God, 

C   Let your light shine upon us. 
 

A  You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice, love 

mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper the 

work of peacemakers.   Be with those who safeguard the world, including Parker Stancil 

(Freedlund), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart 

(Varkula), Julia Ehredt (Schreiner, Halstead), and Seth Domke (Domke). Radiant God, 

C   Let your light shine upon us. 
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A  Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, low, 

and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. Give your 

life, strength, and wisdom to all in need especially Frances Ann, Veronica Baarson, Bob 

Bolton, John Charles, Cherie Clements, Victor Crowder, Bob & Bonnie Ehredt, Greg Franks,  

baby Matilda Rose Freeman (born to Lindsay Varkula and Ben Freedman), Bill Frutiger, Mike 

Gibbons, Amanda Haddix (pregnancy), Henry Heil, Cheryl Hills, David Hills, Katie Holzgen 

(pregnancy), Mike Kemper, Norma Ludlow, Alexis Markwart, Kinsley McManaway, Ken 

Plourde, Annette Poholski, Randy Post, Roy Richards, Cynthia Rudesill (pregnancy), the 

family of Shirley Smith, Al Throop, Maryellen Wammock, and Erika Wood.  Radiant God, 

C   Let your light shine upon us. 
 

A   As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us how your 

faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses. Establish 

the cross as the center of our life together.  Radiant God, 

C   Let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  God of mercy, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them 

with the prayers of all your children.   
  

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. Help us 

to leave our nets and follow and bring us with them to the fullness of your promise of eternal 

life.  Radiant God, 

C   Let your light shine upon us. 
 

P   We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 

Christ crucified. 

C   Amen.  
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Arise in body or spirit. 
Offertory       Come to the Table           ELW 481 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

A  Let us pray . . . God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

C You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.  Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord. Amen 

 

Sharing the Peace of God 
 

P   The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C   And also with you. 
  (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 

 
 
 
 
 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading 

of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                   ELW Page 190 

Table Prayer 
 

P  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

C Blessed are you for your promise to your people.  Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes 

and dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

 
P   Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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P  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

C We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with hope for his 

coming.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.  Bless this meal.  Let your Word take flesh 

in us.  Awaken your people. 

C  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth.  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most 

High, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P  We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. Come. Be filled with light 

and life. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

Communion at Grace 
All who are present are invited to receive Holy Communion. This sacrament is a gift to all who 

come with open hands and open hearts to the presence of Jesus. 

 Bread is served by the Pastor. Wine is served from a pouring chalice. Take an empty cup from 

the tray and have it filled by the Assisting Minister.  Return the individual chalice/cup to the 

basket provided. 

 If you need gluten free bread, please let the Pastor know when you come forward. 

 Grape Juice is provided in the pre-filled cups in the center of the serving tray. 

 A Verbal Blessing may be given by the Pastor, if you do not wish to commune. 

 If you wish communion brought to you in the pew, please notify the Pastor. 
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Communion     Rise Up, O Saints of God                              ELW 669 

        Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life            ELW 719 

 

          

Prayer after Communion 
 

A   O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. 

C  You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day — that we 

tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

Blessing 
 

P   The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and 

the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you always. 

C  Amen 

 

Sending Song              Let Streams of Living Justice        ELW 710 

 

Dismissal 
  

A  Go in peace.  Be light for the world. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

8:00 am              10:45 am 

Assisting Minister – Randy Teegardin Assisting Minister – Vickey Argo 

Lector – Mark Anton Lector – Jamie Heise 

Cantor – Cindy Olson Cantor – Mary Kuhlman 

Musician – Cindy Olson   Musician – Cindy Olson 

Pastor – Ken Scheck II Pastor – Ken Scheck II 

  Fellowship –  Community Meal 😊 
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Upside-Down Blessing 

How do you know that you are blessed? Our consumer-driven culture primes us to believe 

blessedness is based on our bank accounts. Or perhaps we learn that we are blessed if we are in 

good health, or if our work is meaningful, or if our social or family lives are fulfilling. Social media 

hashtags depict blessing as the result of good fortune. And health, work, family, and social 

connection can all be good things! But the beatitudes turn our assumptions about blessedness on 

their head. 

Jesus reminds us that instead, blessedness is our beginning. “Blessed” is our primary identity in 

God. We are loved and favored by God before we do anything to earn it, before the circumstances 

of our lives begin to define us. Our level of blessedness has nothing to do with us and everything 

to do with God’s abundant love and grace. This is true especially when it feels like we are anything 

but blessed. 

We are loved, held, and brought near to God, even in our pain and sorrow and everything that 

makes us feel like we are less worthy, less loved, less important. In fact, it is in those places that 

God draws nearest to us, reminding us that we are loved and whole and worthy of blessing. Then 

everything we do flows from that identity of blessedness. We are freed to bless others—with our 

words, our actions, our whole lives. We are invited to engage the world through the upside-down 

lens of the kingdom of God. We are given new eyes to see God’s presence in this world—not just 

among the important, the powerful, the popular, and the loud, but among those the world would 

rather ignore, disregard, or shame. 

Whenever the world pronounces condemnation, God declares, “Blessed.” Whenever the world 

excludes, God welcomes. Whenever the world scorns, mocks, or causes harm, God promises new 

life in the kingdom of heaven that is ever drawing near. 

 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance:  51               Views: 222 

     Weekly Giving:  $3,170.00      Budget Amount:  $4,301.04 

Social Activities:  $15.75 

Lifting Up Campaign Needed:     $15,715.65 

Lifting Up Campaign Received: -$     400.00 

TOTAL Outstanding:                   $15,315.65 

 

 

2022 Giving Statements have been included in your copy of the February GraceGram.  For the 

month of February, everyone will receive a hard copy of the GraceGram, even if you signed up for 

it to be delivered via email.  If you have any questions about your giving statement for 2022, please 

contact Brenda. Thank you. 

 

Celebrate Recovery Ministry is a Christ-centered ministry that gives people the resources and 

relationships to help find a new way of living.  This ministry is for anyone struggling with past or 

current hurts, habits, or hang-ups, whether they are affecting their own life, or the lives of those 

around them.  Grace is excited to host a Celebrate Recovery group every Friday evening from 6:00 

p.m. until 9:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  But before this group can start their important work, 

they need volunteers.   

 

Celebrate Recovery needs 24 volunteers for one hour per month.   

• Door Greeter who also helps people get to where they need to be 

• Someone to run sound and computer program 

• Set up literature table for participants and hand out pamphlets 

• Help set up and take down the dining area including coffee service and clean up 

Eventually Celebrate Recovery will need childcare volunteers too. 

 

Anyone with a 12-Step background may help lead any part of the group. 

 

If you are interested in knowing more, or are able to help by volunteering, please contact the 

Celebrate ministry leaders to leave a message at 269.391.3080, or you can join them any Friday 

night at 6:00 p.m. Training will be given by the Celebrate Recovery ministry for those who are 

interested.  You can also visit the website at www.celebraterecovery.com. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church looks forward in helping Celebrate Recovery ministry get off the ground 

and looks forward to having them reach out and help those in need from our community. 

 

 

http://www.celebraterecovery.com/
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Welcome to worship today! We hope you find what we have found - a loving Jesus who 

welcomes all.  No matter your background or faith tradition, you will find that Grace 

Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love, care, and support.  We are pleased that you 

get to hear how blessed we are to be children of God. 

 

The  2024 ELCA  Youth  Gathering  will  be  held  July  16-20,  2024,  in  New Orleans. Please 

pray that the youth that are part of Grace and our larger community, might consider going to this 

fantastic experience. The speakers, worship, fellowship, and service opportunities express the 

Christian body at its’ best. 

 

Our first phase of the Lifting Up campaign of raising $25,000.00 will center on replenishing 

borrowed funds from the shortfall of our budget, as we keep in mind planning for the replacement 

of the HVAC that services the Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your prayerful consideration in 

joining the Congregation Council in implementing Lifting Up. 

 

Adult Forum studies the Psalms in the Gathering Area today at 9:30 am. Hope to see you there!  

 

The nursery is available during the 10:45 worship service.  Aurora Collins is the Nursery 

Attendant.  She would love to have some little ones visit her.  Please spread the word that Grace 

provides childcare during this worship service. 

 

Join us for our Community Potluck TODAY after the 10:45 worship service.      

 

SAVE THE DATE  Saturday, February 25th  the Social Activities Committee will host "Pizza and 

Game Night". Signup and more details to follow in February.  
 

The youth are going tubing at Cannonsburg Ski on February 25th.  Please sign up by Sunday, 

February 20th. We hope that you are able to come out and enjoy this winter season with friends who 

are always welcoming and friendly. 
  

Look for notices on the following news outlets 


