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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 15, 2024

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit, and the continued growth given by our gracious God.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Welcome
Gathering Music

Arise in body or Spirit
Opening Sentences

® Come, let us celebrate, let us rejoice, let us give God the glory!
For the Lord our God reigns, Alleluial

@ All nations come and worship you, Holy God.
Holy, holy, holy God, you are the beginning, the present and all that is to come.

® All colors and races give hearty praise!
Let us share your love with all. Amen

Gathering Song O God, My Faithful God ELW 806

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.

® The love of our Creator, revealed by Christ Jesus our Lord and sustained through the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

A Letus pray... O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the
glory of the cross you transform our lives.

Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross,
and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.
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First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading

describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant
does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God'’s steadfast love.

L A reading from Isaiah:

“The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord God has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6] gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord God helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and I know that | shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%t is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

L The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 116
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I will walk in the pres-ence of the LoORD.

!I love the Lord, who has ! heard my voice,
and listened to my ! supplication,
?for the Lord has given ! ear to me
whenev-er | called.

3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
| came to ! grief and sorrow.

*Then | called upon the name ! of the Lord:

“0 Lord, I pray you, | save my life.” [}

SGracious is the | Lord and righteous;

our God is full I of compassion.
5The Lord watches o- ! ver the innocent;
I was brought low, | and God saved me.

"Turn again to your rest, ' O my soul.
for the Lord has dealt | well with you.
8For you have rescued my ! life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my ! feet from stumbling;

°I will walk in the presence ! of the Lord
in the land ! of the living. &
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Second Reading James 3:1-12

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and about others
can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith.

L) A reading from James:

!Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach
will be judged with greater strictness. ?For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no
mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. ®If we put bits
into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships:
though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. *So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of
great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! SAnd the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature,
and is itself set on fire by hell. "For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can
be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue—a restless
evil, full of deadly poison. *With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who
are made in the likeness of God. *°From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers
and sisters, this ought not to be so. *'Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh
and brackish water? *2Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No
more can salt water yield fresh.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please arise in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation ELW page 171
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Gospel Reading Mark 8:27-38

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to
acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer.
Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross.

®  The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 2And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” ?He asked them, “But who do you say that [ am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” **And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about
him.

%1Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. *2He
said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. *But turning and
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human things.”

% He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save
it. ®For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? *’Indeed, what can
they give in return for their life? *Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of
his Father with the holy angels.”

® The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Children’s Message

All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message
Please arise in body or spirit.

Song of the Day Lift High the Cross ELW 660
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Please be seated.
Prayers

We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Hear us, O God. The assembly
prays, Your mercy is great.

Al Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s

good creation, and all who are in need.

A brief silence

A

We pray for the church throughout the world. Form us into communities of forgiveness and
grace. Help us to notice where you are calling us into new relationships and give us courage to
embrace the uncomfortable and unfamiliar. We especially lift up Bishops Elizabeth and Craig,
Assistants Chrisy and David, our synod companion Sz. John'’s Lutheran Church, Three Rivers;
Doster Community Reformed Church, Plainwell; Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Hastings;
Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for the earth and all its inhabitants. Protect lands at risk of wildfire and heal dying
forests. Where fire brings destruction, raise up new growth. Guide us in tending precarious
ecosystems. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for those who govern nations, tribes, and cities. Open them to the cries of people in
need. Direct them in shaping policies that prioritize the health and well-being of all who
struggle with hunger and housing insecurity. Be with those who safeguard the world, including
Parker Stancil (Freedlund), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Cynthia Rudesill
(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkula), Julia Ehredt (Schreiner, Halstead), Seth Domke (Domke),
and Nathen Schick (Markwart). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great

We pray for all who are ill, all who are lonely or anxious, and all who grieve . especially Pastor
Michael Anton, Mark Arens, Dennis Baarson, Veronica Baarson, Bob Bolton, Frank Bolton,
Veronica Brown, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Pat DePew, Bonnie Ehredt, Magdalena
Garcia, Ruby Gibbons (adoption process), Opal Gillons, Lisa Golnek, Caitlyn Habben
(pregnancy), John Kleinbrink, Martha Mizak, Dawn McElgunn, James Neiderheiser, Lisa
Nurenberg, Shirley Peterson, Kathy Politis, Patty Renne, Jennifer Rohr, Cynthia Rudesill
(pregnancy), Nick Seifert, Mike Shoemaker, Ron Smith, Deb Talsma, Al Throop, Russ Trongo,
George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, and Brenda Watson. Draw them close to you and soothe
them with the promise of your enduring love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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We pray for teachers, professors, librarians, school administrators, staff, and all who support
the education of young people. Sustain them as they shape learning communities, rooted in
equity and authenticity. We pray for children of all ages in their learning. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intersessions may be offered.

We remember our beloved dead, who with the great cloud of witnesses bear witness to your
saving grace. Accompany us in our pilgrimage of faith, that we too place our hope and trust in
you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus
Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Please arise in body or spirit.
Sharing the Peace of God

P The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you. (We share the peace of Christ with one another.)
Offering Song Create In Me ELW 185
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Offering Prayer

Let us pray . .. God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out
of it.

Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table. Nourish us now
with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

®

® It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW page 173
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Table Prayer

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: beyond the
stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the wilderness; out
of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; beside
the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering Christ’s love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of
faith:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; throughout
the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your
church, without end. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

(P} Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Thanks be to God.
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This Little Light of Mine ELW 677

Prayer after Communion

=)

) Letus pray ... We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life.

In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Arise in body or spirit
Blessing

now and forever.
Amen.

® Be strengthened with the power of God, -+ the love of Christ, and the help of the Holy Spirit,

Sending Song What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ELW 774

Sending

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude

8:00 am

Assisting Minister — Randy Teegardin
Lector — Mark Anton

Musician — Cindy Olson

Cantor — Cindy Olson

Pastor — Ken Scheck
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10:45 am

Assisting Minister — Vickey Argo
Lector — Kristi Winick

Musician — Cindy Olson

Cantor — Anna Scheck

Pastor — Ken Scheck

Fellowship — Laura & Anna Scheck



Falling in Line

It is never easy to think about bad things happening to the people we love. When unpleasant topics
like illness or death come up, we’re likely to say things like, “Oh, let’s just not talk about it,” or “It
would never come to that!” So it is understandable that Peter scoffs when Jesus talks about his own
suffering. Peter cannot fathom it. We, too, have a difficult time understanding God’s ways, and like
Peter, we sometimes resist when confronted with a hard truth.

However, Jesus is unfazed. There are many ways to interpret what he says in reply: Maybe it is a
rebuke, calling Peter out when he got it wrong. It could be a protective statement, like a parent
calling out to their small child who has run too far ahead on the street; it may sound harsh, but it is
love. Or perhaps it could be Jesus calling his followers to fall in line—a call to action. “We have
places to go,” Jesus may be saying, “and you cannot follow from the front.”

Whatever the case, Jesus points to the cross and warns of its costs. For his disciples, it will mean
taking a stand against the powers of the world, perhaps even against their own families. In our
baptism, we are marked with that same cross, and Jesus calls us to the same mission: to pick up our
cross and follow him.

We live in a complicated world, and sometimes the path of discipleship is unclear. Sometimes we
get it wrong, or get a little too far ahead, or lose our way entirely. But we trust in Jesus, our wise
teacher, to lovingly correct us and set us on our way again. Through the cross, God gives us life
and gives us freedom to go out, confront unpleasant truths, and do whatever we need to do for
others. Nothing stands in our way.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Women of Faith continues to meet at 11:00 am on Tuesdays here at Grace. We are finishing up
our study on Ephesians, and then we will study the women of the New Testament. Join us on
September 17 and 24, then into October. All women are welcome.

Congregational Care Committee will meet tomorrow, September 16 at 3:00 pm. Please contact
Sharon Varkula for more information. We are thankful that Deb Watson has stepped up to be a
shepherd.

GraceGram Articles for October are due this Tuesday, September 17. Please email Anna at
parishadmin@grace-hastings.org, call the office 269-945-9414, or stop by the office.
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Grace Is looking to have people share
INn Ministry
Grace is currently looking for servants of God to share the ministry of Jesus
Christ by finding a Stewardship Chair, an Outreach Chair, a volunteer Kitchen
Manager, and a “fulltime” Treasurer. We thank Chris Bush for her time as
Stewardship Chair, Mike Kemper for his time as Outreach Chair, Jane Secor
for her work as Kitchen Manager, and Linda Maupin as “fulltime” Treasurer.
We are thankful that Randy Teegardin has stepped into the role of Treasurer,

but he is away from Hastings for a good chunk of time. If you are interested
in sharing ministry in any capacity, please let Tim Schoessel know.

Parish Administrator The Executive Committee voted to offer Anna Scheck an interim position
as Grace Lutheran Church Parish Administrator. We are grateful that Anna is willing to step into
this position. Hours will be 9:00 am until 1:00 pm Monday through Thursday. She continues to
learn new things each and every day, we are blessed to have Anna sharing in ministry with us.

Game and Snack Night Social Activities is hosting a game and snack night on Saturday,
September 21st from 6:00 pm till 8:30 pm. Please sign up on the bulletin board. This time we will
forgo pizza and instead you are welcome to bring a snack to share with the group. Hope to see you
there!

Fifth Sunday Combined Worship is being held on September 29 at 10 am. We hope that you can
join us for this time of joining our community together to worship.

Barry County Cropwalk is October 13 at Green Street United Methodist Church. Information is
available at the table in the gathering area, where you can pick up a walker donation envelope.
Registration begins at 1:30pm, and the walk begins at 2:00pm. If you have questions, please contact
Nolan Hudson 517.852.1821 or noison55hud@gmail.com.

Candy for Trunk or Treat can be dropped off near the gathering area in preparation for our Trunk
or Treat on October 31.

The 3" Annual Heritage Meal will be held on Sunday, October 27 after the 10:45 am service. We
encourage you to bring a dish from your cultural heritage - a sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board.

Blood Drive is on October 28 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.
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Welcome to worship today! We are thrilled that you are here. We hope you find what we
have found - a loving Jesus who welcomes all. No matter your background or faith tradition,
you will find that Grace Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love, care, and support.
We are pleased that you are here among us to worship Jesus who challenges us to pick up the

cross and follow him.

Stewardship Information

Pléisdeeﬁeﬂzg Attendance: 44 Views: 228
online giving. Weekly Giving: $4,950.00 Budget Amount: $4,173.03
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* Bumble Bee Snack on the Go
\\ *Knorr Pasta Sides
*Individual Snacks
*Yoo-Hoo Chocolate Milk
*Slim Jim's
*Snack Pack Pudding Cups

Online Giving August: $1,890.30
Noisy Offering: $25.75

Grace Projects Goal $ 25,252.00
Received To Date -$ 3.026.32
Total Needed $ 22,225.68

Given this week toward Grace Projects: $0.00

Hand2Hand Thanks for the support given already to kick off the
school year with Hand2Hand. Needs for this month include Bumble
Bee Snack on the Go, Knorr Pasta sides, individual snacks, Yoo-
Hoo chocolate milk, Slim Jims, and Snack Pack Pudding cups.
Donations are due September 29th. If you have questions, please
see Patti Comp. Thank you for supporting hungry students over the
weekends.

Calendars are available in the Gathering Area for $5.00 each.

The nursery is available weekly during the 10:45 worship
service. Aurora Collins is the Nursery Attendant. She would love
to have some little ones visit her. Please spread the word that Grace
provides childcare during this worship service.

Adult Forum Please join us at 9:30 with Pastor Ken leading a study
based on the book of Song of Songs, also known as the Song of
Solomon.
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