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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2024

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the expected Messiah, who came in an unexpected
way, as the baby Jesus. The color of the season is blue like the night sky, representing the Christ
who is called Dayspring, which means source of day.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Welcome

Gathering Music

Arise in body or Spirit
The Celebration of Light on the Advent Wreath — Angels’ Candle

P Wrapped in Winter’s darkness, many circles of Christmas lights point the way to the
birthplace of Emmanuel.

Those circles of light that shine everywhere are holy symbols of unity more brilliant
than any galaxy.

@ For when we are one with each other,
then Emmanuel is among us.

P Letus treasure beyond all gifts and all riches the sacred circle of unity that is always the mystic
manger for the birth of God-among-us.

In the busy days of Christmas, let us not break the circle of communion that was Jesus’
great wish for us disciples.
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Advent Hymn

5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Stanzas 5-8

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw necar.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, O King of nations, come, 8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,

O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

=
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and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Refrain
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Re-joice! Re-joice!

Em - man

The Responsive Litany of Praise

®
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For the Lord is a great God,

® >
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Sing to the Lord a new song.
Sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name.
Proclaim the Good News of God’s salvation from day to day.

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving,
and raise a loud shout with psalms.

and a great king above all gods.

® Declare God’s glory among the nations,
and God’s wonders among all people.
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@A Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands.
Lift up your voice, rejoice and sing.

® Sing to the Lord a new song,
for God has done marvelous things.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray...Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.

With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may
receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

® >

Please be seated.

First Reading Micah 5:2-5a
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like
David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This
king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to
Jesus.

L A reading from Micah:

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. *Therefore
he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his
kindred shall return to the people of Israel. “And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth; 52and he shall be the one of peace.

© The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55

Q

Q

N

| 188

N | e

You, LoORD,

46 My soul proclaims the greatness ! of the Lord,
*"my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior,

“for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your ! lowly servant.
From this day all generations will | call me blessed:

#you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me

and holy !'is your name.
%0You have mercy on ! those who fear you,

from generation to ! generation. [/

1'You have shown strength | with your arm
and scattered the proud in ! their conceit,

52 casting down the mighty ! from their thrones
and lifting ! up the lowly.

3 You have filled the hungry ' with good things
and sent the rich l away empty.

%4You have come to the aid of your ! servant Israel,
to remember the prom- !ise of mercy,

% the promise made ! to our forebears,
to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. [
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Second Reading Hebrews 10:5-10
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming.
Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of
all, one through which we are made a holy people.

L A reading from Hebrews:

°Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; ®in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken
no pleasure. "Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the
book it is written of me).”

8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), %then he added, “See, 1
have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. °And it is by
God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all.

@© The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please arise in body or spirit.
Gospel Acclamation Though the Earth Shall Change ACS 1035
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Gospel Reading Luke 1:39-45
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and
with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who
remembers, scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.

® The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

¥In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, “where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. “*When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit “?and exclaimed with a
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. *And why has
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? “For as soon as | heard the sound
of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. *And blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
Children’s Message
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message
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Please arise in body or spirit.

Song of the Day

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness ELW 251
n H Il
e ———
| | | | P & H | ™| dl al-
I My soul pro-claimsyour great-ness, Lord; I sing my Sav -ior’s praise!
2 To all who live in ho -ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is - ra - el, your ser - vant blest, your help is e¢v - er sure;
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You lookedup - on my low -1i- ness, and I am full of grace.
With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-Ty land and ev - ’ry age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have cast a-side, the low-ly throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ry to the Ho - ly One, give hon-or to the  Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -1ly is your name.
the  hun - gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.

Please be seated.

Prayers

We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, We lift our hearts to you. The
assembly prays, Come, Lord Jesus.

@A As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for
God’s presence.

A brief silence
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God our uniter, increase communication and cooperation in our relationships with those of other
traditions and religions. Root your church in the radical message of your incarnation, and
enable us to pursue your justice in the world. Empower our leaders and collaborators, especially
Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants Chrisy and David, our synod companion St. John's
Lutheran Church, Baroda; Hickory Corners Wesleyan Church; Hope Church of the Brethren,
Freeport; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. We lift our hearts to you,

Come, Lord Jesus.

God our creator, we praise you for the beauty that surrounds us. Awaken in us a renewed sense
of care for the wildlife in our communities. Form us into faithful stewards of what you have
made. We lift our hearts to you,

Come, Lord Jesus.

God our sovereign, Mary proclaims a new way of life that lifts up the lowly and fills the hungry
with good things. Nurture in local governments and municipalities a desire to care for all who
are overlooked and ignored. Be with those who safeguard the world, including Parker Stancil
(Freedlund), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart
(Varkula), Seth Domke (Domke), and Nathen Schick (Markwart). We lift our hearts to you,
Come, Lord Jesus.

God our beacon, as the northern hemisphere begins its slow turn toward more daylight, remind
us that even in the deepest nights, you are there. Comfort the lonely and bereaved. Hold closely
the frightened, anxious, depressed, and ill, especially Jennie Anderson, Pastor Michael Anton,
Mark Arens, Bob Bolton, Frank Bolton, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Pat DePew, Kim Domke,
Bonnie Ehredt, Ruby Gibbons (adoption process), Lisa Golnek, Joy Jenks, Michelle Kaufman
(pregnancy), Betty Lou Leonhardt, Dana Lepien, Larry Maupin, Sandy Mikolajczyk, Martha
Misak, Dawn McElgunn, Jody Neagle, James Neiderheiser, Lisa Nurenberg, Shirley Peterson,
Kali Ranguette (pregnancy), Rachel, Tammy Rodriguez, Cynthia Rudesill (pregnancy), Mike
Shoemaker, Ron Smith, Sydney Stancil, Kathy Surratt, Al Throop, Claudia Throop, George
Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Brenda Watson, and Deborah Wilke. We lift our hearts to you,
Come, Lord Jesus.

God our guide, shepherd the leadership of this congregation. Bless the council and staff in
discerning future ministry and open their hearts to the voices of the community. We lift our
hearts to you,

Come, Lord Jesus.

Here other intersessions may be offered.

God our life, you remember the promises you have made to your people. In gratitude for those
who have died, especially Bev Brown, Donna Buehl, Carolyn O’Connor, and Wes Gillons. We
praise you for your faithfulness throughout history. We lift our hearts to you,

Come, Lord Jesus.
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P Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name
of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Please arise in body or spirit.
Sharing the Peace of God

® The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you. (We share the peace of Christ with one another.)

Offering Song God of the Fertile Fields tune ELW 759
God of the fertile fields, We would be stewards true,

shaper of earth that yields our daily bread: holding in trust from you all that you give;
forth from your bounteous hand help us in love to share,

come gifts your love has planned, teach us like you to care

that all in ev'ry land for people ev'rywhere,

be clothed and fed. that all may live.

Offering Prayer

@A Let us pray . .. Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every
season.

Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the
name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

®

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

®

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

®

5]

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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® In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

(P Holy food for Holy people.
Thanks be to God.
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Lamb of God ELW page 182
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Communion Songs: Surely God is My Salvation ACS 926
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Special Music with Song Holy, Holy, Holy ELW 473
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My heart is glad to say the words: You are ho - ly, God.

Prayer after Communion

faith into a feast of salvation.

Let us pray ... Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of
your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Arise in body or spirit
Blessing

P God’s blessing be with you, F Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you

all, now and always.
Amen.
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Sending Song

Soon and Very Soon

ELW 439
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Sending

A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

9:30 am

Assisting Minister — Vickey Argo
Lector — Gwen Hansen

Musician — Cindy Olson

Cantor — Anna Scheck

Pastor — Ken Scheck

Fellowship — Paul Kuhlman

Not Fate but Faith

It’s easy to take for granted that everything came together just so. With Christmas only days away,
the expectant mood of the Advent season turns swiftly to joy. We might as well already be pacing
outside the stable as we eagerly anticipate the baby soon to be born. Because we know what happens
next, we might even assume that events had to unfold exactly the way they did: The angel Gabriel
came to Mary, her pregnancy seemed inevitable, and the promises God had made to Israel would
be proven complete. We are not likely to give Mary’s role in the story a second thought. We assume
she had little choice. At least that’s the way we often think about her response.

But that’s not entirely the way the story goes. The gospel itself doesn’t assume as much. Elizabeth
certainly doesn’t. She acknowledges Mary’s willingness to honor the angel’s announcement:
“Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the
Lord” (Luke 1:45). For indeed, the angel’s words initially confused Mary: none of it seemed to
make sense. Her part in the story could have ended there. And yet she is moved by what she hears.
Her trust in God’s word is neither coerced compliance nor certain knowledge, but a response rooted
in trust—not a foregone conclusion but a faithful leaning into the promises presented to her. The
story did not have to go the way it did, but Mary trusted that it would.

Often only when we reflect on the journey we’ve already made, do we fully appreciate the ways
God has repeatedly shown up. There’s a gift in such moments of clarity. There’s also a gift in the
realization that even in seemingly impossible circumstances, choices must often be made. This was
true for Mary, and also for Jesus. His journey from the cradle to the cross was not fate: it was a
series of faithful choices, like Mary’s, to trust in God’s promises of new life.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Worship is at 9:30 am,
with Adult Forum following

Grace is looking to have people share in ministry. Grace is currently looking for servants of
God to share the ministry of Jesus Christ by finding a Stewardship Chair. If you are interested in
sharing ministry in any capacity, please let Tim Schoessel know.

Parish Administrator is Anna Scheck; office hours 9:00 am to 1:00 pm Monday-Thursday.

Hastings Women's Club is once again collecting plastic bags for a community project: making
tote bags and selling them for $15 each. All funds collected will be donated to the Pierce Cedar
Creek Institute's Science Strong program. They bring Environmental Programs into the
schools beginning at the 3rd grade level. If children are exposed to this issue at a young age, they
are more likely to carry the benefits and practices into adulthood. The shopping bags should all be
of the same plastic weight: think Walmart, Family Fare, Farm & Home, Tractor Supply, and
Goodwill bags. All colors accepted. Just leave your bag of bags in the carboard bin/box in the coat
room; if it is full, please leave your bags next to it. Deborah Wilke will collect them and take them
to the women's club. Thank you for your support of this outreach program.

Christmas Eve Service will be at 6:30 pm this Tuesday, December 24, the first 30 minutes is
preservice music.

December Blood Drive: our Ugly Sweater / Cookie Exchange blood drive is on December 30
from 10 am — 4 pm. Registration is open, call 1-800-733-2767 or go to
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html. If you would like to help with snacks for donators or
working the check in table, sign up in the Gathering Area.

Women of Faith will not meet during the upcoming holidays but will be back in January at 11:00
am on Tuesdays here at Grace. We are studying the women of the New Testament. All women are
welcome.

Congregational Care Committee will meet on Monday, January 6 at 3:00 pm.

Executive Committee will meet on Tuesday, January 7 at 5:30 pm.

Brothers of Grace will meet on Thursday, January 9 at 6:00 pm. All men are welcome.

Giving Envelopes for 2025 are on the card table in the Gathering Area. Please find your name and

pick them up. The list of all giving numbers for 2025 is next to the envelopes as well. Let Anna
know if you would like giving envelopes, but were not assigned any.
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Welcome to worship today! We are thrilled that you are here. We hope you find what we
have found - a loving Jesus who welcomes all. No matter your background or faith tradition,
you will find that Grace Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love, care, and support. We
are pleased that you are here among us to worship Jesus, brings us joy so that we might leap
like John.

Stewardship Information

Please use this QR |  Attendance: 40 Views: 208
szﬂi;"gf\ffﬁgss Weekly Giving: $1,028.00 Budget Amount: $4,173.03

Grace Projects Goal $ 25,252.00
Received To Date -$ 3.155.00
Total Needed $ 22,097.00

Given this week toward Grace Projects: $0

- Hand2Hand Thank you for your generous support of Hand2Hand this month.
January’s need items are individual oatmeal packets, granola bars,

Yoo-Hoo chocolate milk, ramen noodles, snack pack pudding cups, and Slim
Jim’s. January donations are due on January 26. Thank you for your support of
this ministry.

Advent Devotionals are available in the gathering area.

N \Vinter Devotionals for January through March are available in the Gathering

*Ramen Noodlesy+
**Snack Pack Pudding Cups Area

_ *Slim Jim!

Christmas Baskets and Adopt a Family Thank you for your partnership in ministry! We provided
gifts for six families and food for five because of your generosity.

Giving Tree: We are collecting individually packaged snhacks to give to local classrooms.
Donations are due January 6, and you can leave them under the tree in the Gathering Area.

January GraceGrams are printed and in your mailboxes.

The nursery is available weekly during the worship service. Aurora Collins is the Nursery
Attendant. She would love to have some little ones visit her. Please spread the word that Grace
provides childcare during this worship service.

Adult Forum Please join us after worship today with Pastor Ken, with a study on the book of
Philippians.
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