
 Grace Lutheran Church 
239 E North St 

Hastings MI 49058 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Website: www.grace-hastings.org 

Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 2:00 pm-6:00 pm  

 

Phone: (269) 945-9414 

            (269) 945-2645 

 

Pastor Ken Scheck II 

Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music  

May 25, 2025 



Sixth Sunday of Easter Page 2 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 25, 2025 

 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s 

presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather as the people of God who 

experience God’s healing revealed through Jesus Christ.  With this healing we realize that God’s 

care of us knows no boundaries.  Let us celebrate and know God’s love. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome 

 

 

Gathering Music    
 

 

 

 

 

Arise in body or Spirit 

Easter Good News  

 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

A   Risen Christ, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

C Empower us to bear witness to your new life. 
 

P Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus. 

C Let us show your goodness and mercy. 
 

A Come among us again. 

C Breathe your life into us. 
 

P This is the day that the Lord has made; 

C we will rejoice and be glad in it! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Song                       Drawn to the Light                                                  ELW 593 

 
 

 

Easter Greeting 
 

P   The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope, be 

with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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Song of Praise           Morning Has Broken                     ELW 556 

 
 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

A     Let us pray . . . Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us 

food from your tree of life. 

C    Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and 

the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 

First Reading  Acts 16:9-15 
A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in the 

business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism 

provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi. 

 

L    A reading from Acts. 

 
9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, 

“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to 

cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to 

them. 

 
11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 
12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman 

colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by 

the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women 

who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; 

she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen 

eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, 

saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she 

prevailed upon us. 

 

L  The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sixth Sunday of Easter Page 6 

 

Psalm 67

 
R Refrain  

 
 

1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2 Let your way be known | upon earth, 

   your saving health a- | mong all nations. 

 
3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

let all the | peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

   for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. R 
 

5 Let the peoples | praise you, O God; 

let all the | peoples praise you. 
6 The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

   God, our own | God, has blessed us. 

 
7 May God | give us blessing, 

and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. R 
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Second Reading                                                                                 Revelation 21:10, 21:22-22:5 
John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. Yet in 

this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and 

moon. 
 

L   A reading from Revelation. 
 
10 And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me 

the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 
 
22 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the 

city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 

Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 
25 Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it 

the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices 

abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 
22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the 

river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves 

of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But 

the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see 

his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they need no 

light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 

L  The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

Gospel Acclamation 
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Gospel Reading          John 5:1-9 
As Jesus walks, he is moved to stop and heal a man.  He does this healing on the Sabbath, even though it is 

against the law of God that Moses received from God. 

 

P   The Resurrection Gospel according to John. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 

Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five 

porticoes. In these lay many ill, blind, lame, and paralyzed people.  One man was there who had 

been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a 

long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” The ill man answered him, “Sir, I have 

no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am making my way someone 

else steps down ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” At once the 

man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. 
 

Now that day was a Sabbath. 

 

P The Gospel of the Risen Christ. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
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Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  

 

 

Message 

 

 
Please arise in body or spirit. 

Song of the Day              The Peace of the Lord                           ELW 646 
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Please sit or kneel. 

Prayers 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Hear us, O God.  The assembly 

prays, You give us new life.     

 

A    God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence 
 

A    Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further cooperation 

between people of different faith traditions and bless our non-Christian neighbors, that we learn 

and grow in deeper relationship. Bless our leaders and partners, including Bishops Elizabeth 

and Craig, Assistants Chrisy and Kjersten, our synod companion Christ the King Lutheran 

Church, Gladwin; Church of the Nazarene, Nashville; Community Baptist Church, Hastings; 

Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God.    

C You give us new life. 
 

A   Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops and encourage 

communities developing sustainable farming practices. Help us to live in balance and harmony 

with your good creation. Hear us, O God. 

C You give us new life. 
 

A  Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict. Protect refugees, 

asylum-seekers, and all who flee their homes seeking safety and security. Make all nations safe 

for both migrants and residents. Be with those who safeguard the world, including Parker 

Stancil (Freedlund), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel 

Taggart (Varkula), Seth Domke (Domke), Hudson Schick (Markwart), and Leopold Schick 

(Markwart). Hear us, O God. 

C You give us new life. 
 

A  Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with trauma or 

addiction. Support caregivers, especially nurses, doctors, counselors, and social workers. Come 

alongside all who are ill or struggling, especially Jennie Anderson, Pastor Michael Anton, Mark 

Arens, Bob Bolton, Frank Bolton, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Steve Croel, Pat DePew, Kim 

Domke, Bonnie Ehredt, Greg Franks, Lori and John Giacalone, Lisa Golnek, the family of 

Heather Gore, Larry Griswold, Joy Jenks, Michelle Kaufman (pregnancy), Dana Lepien, Larry 

Maupin, Dawn McElgunn, Linda Melcher, Sandy Mikolajczyk, Martha Misak, Kate Muraski, 

Jody Neagle, Lisa Nurenberg, Corrina Palmer, Kali Ranguette (pregnancy), Tammy 

Rodriguez, Dr. Michael Menolasino, Lynnze Rudesill-Nuyen Kathy Surratt, Ed Szumowski, Al 

Throop, Claudia Throop, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, and Brenda Watson. Hear us, O 

God.    

C You give us new life. 
 



Sixth Sunday of Easter Page 11 

 

A   This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military service. Soothe loved 

ones who mourn, and strengthen support systems for veterans and their families. Bring peace 

among nations, that war and conflict around the world might cease. Hear us, O God. 

C You give us new life. 
 

   Here other intersessions may be offered. 
 

A   We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ, especially Elsie Merrow and 

Heather Gore. Gather us, with them, into the peace only you can give. Hear us, O God. 

C You give us new life. 
 

P  We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 
Please arise in body or spirit.  
 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you.   (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 

 



Sixth Sunday of Easter Page 12 

 

Offering Song                      The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing                               ELW 531
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Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace. 
C  Along with the gifts we bring, come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven 

us with your risen body in the world. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is our duty and delight, that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you, 

through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow the way of humble service and love, and so, with the 

church on earth all creation and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Table Prayer 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through Jesus Christ, who by his 

death on the cross and glorious resurrection broke the bonds of sin and death and gave life to 

all creation. 

C    By dying on the cross, Jesus has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal 

life. 
 

P    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

C    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

P     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

C     This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

P    With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the mystery of faith.  Christ 

has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Congregation: 

 

P Pour your Holy Spirit upon us as we share this meal in the body and blood of our Lord. 
 

C   Make us one with Christ and with all who share this feast.  Unite us in faith, encourage 

us with hope, inspire us to love, that we may serve as your faithful people until we feast 

at your table in glory. 
 

P   Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, we 

await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.  

Amen, Come Lord Jesus;  Amen, Come Lord Jesus. 
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P   Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains are scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread 

of life, your Son.    Amen, Come Holy Spirit.  Amen, Come Holy Spirit. 

 
 

P   All glory and honor is yours, O God, now and forever. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P   Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P  Holy things for holy people. 

C  One is holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God. 
 

P  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C  Thanks be to God! 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Lamb of God                   ELW 336 
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Communion Song:                Jerusalem, My Happy Home                     ELW 628 

 
 

                Holy, Holy, Holy                     ELW 473 

 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Living God, in this feast you have made yourself known to us.   

C   Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a 

wounded and weary world. Amen. 
 

Mission Minutes 
 



Sixth Sunday of Easter Page 18 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

Blessing 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P   God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. Almighty God, Father, ☩ 

Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Song                               I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  ELW 815                          
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Dismissal 

P   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

A   Alleluia!  Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

C  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
 

9:30 am 

Assisting Minister – Mark Anton 

Lector – Dave Neeb 

Musician – Cindy Olson 

Cantor – Vickey Argo 

Pastor – Ken Scheck 

Fellowship – Paul Kuhlman 

Graduating in Faith 

This is a season of celebration—in the church, to be sure, but also in the lives of families who 

eagerly anticipate graduation ceremonies. Graduations can happen at any time of life, either in the 

formal sense or in the many informal ways humans commemorate transitions into new phases of 

life. For many of us, however, May and June are Graduation Central, with all the excited hoopla 

that implies. 
 

When a child graduates from a school or program, parents face the bittersweet transition of letting 

go. The high school senior may leave home for college, the military, or independent employment; 

the college graduate may head off toward the myriad adventures of adulthood. Even the newly 

minted preschool alum eagerly anticipates the broader fields of big-kid school and greater 

independence. 
 

Amid the excitement, pride, fear, and uncertainty, those who have cared for these loved ones—

parents, mentors, teachers, and others—hope their voices will travel with the grads. Remember, 

child, what we have taught you. Remember who you are. Remember whose you are. 
 

How fitting, then, that at this time of year the church reminds itself that God feels the same way 

about us. God wants the voice of the Spirit to travel with us. God sends us the Advocate—one 

who will stay with us even when Jesus physically returns to his Parent. In baptism, we have 

graduated into lives in Christ that may take us to unpredictable places. In this world of 

uncertainty, however, we trust that, as Jesus assures us, we need not be troubled or afraid. The 

One who reminds us who we are, and whose we are, is always with us. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

The Clapper Kids End of Year Concert will be on Sunday, June 1st at 1:30 pm at the Woodland 

Meadows assisted living building. All are welcome to come enjoy bells, chimes, Boomwhakers 

and other rhythm activities.  We could use a few more voices when we sing some traditional hymns 

for the residents and staff. Please join in the neighborhood fun! Any questions, please check with 

Kim Domke. 
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Welcome to worship today! We are thrilled that you are here.  We hope you find what we 

have found - a loving Jesus who welcomes all.  No matter your background or faith tradition, 

you will find that Grace Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love, care, and support. We 

are pleased that you are here among us to worship Jesus, who heals even on the Sabbath.  Let 

us love one another. Let us celebrate that we can share God’s love with others. 

 
 

Stewardship Information 
Attendance:  52     Views: 234 
Weekly Giving: $3,560.00  Budget Amount: $4,366.17 
 

Cost of Brats and Mulch Landscaping Materials $789.31 
Brat Sale Received To Date    $634.00 
Gift Towards Landscaping Project   $200.00 
Landscaping is Paid Off, Extra to General Fund +$44.69 
 

Grace Projects Goal    $    25,252.00   
Received To Date         -$     6,560.00  
Total Needed                 $   18,692.00  
  

Given this week toward Grace Projects: $2,010.00 
 

Hand2Hand Thank you for generously supporting Hand2Hand this month, and 

throughout this whole school year! We are helping 101 students who may be 

hungry over the weekends. May’s needed items are Slim Jim’s, individual pudding 

cups, granola bars, Yoo-Hoo Chocolate Milk, applesauce cups, and Ramen 

Noodles. The donation deadline is today! Thank you for your support of this 

ministry – donations will begin again when school resumes! 
 

Women of Faith meets on Tuesdays at 11:00 am here at Grace. Join us in studying 

“Listening to God” on May 27, and into June. All women are welcome.  
 

The nursery is available weekly during the worship service.  Aurora Collins is the Nursery 

Attendant.  She would love to have some little ones visit her.  Please spread the word that Grace 

provides childcare during this worship service.  
 

Parish Administrator is Anna Scheck; office hours 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm Monday-Thursday.  

Cindy Olson will be the new parish administrator, as Anna will start a full-time job with the Barry 

Community Foundation on July 1st. Cindy’s training begins this week! 
 

Adult Forum Please join us after worship today with Pastor Ken, with a study on Hebrews. 
 

The Annual Church Picnic is on Sunday, June 22 at the Poholski’s house. Food will begin at 12 

noon. The Poholskis are providing hot dogs, chips, and lemonade. Please bring a dish to share, and 

a lawn chair. A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board in the Gathering Area soon. 
 

The Social Activities Committee will meet on Monday, June 2 at 1:30 pm 
 

June GraceGrams are available in your mailboxes. 
 

Please use this QR 

Code to access 
online giving. 


