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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 5, 2025

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit, and the continued growth given by our gracious God.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Welcome
Gathering Music

Arise in body or Spirit

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

® Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

® Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace

to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over
us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of *F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

Gathering Song God is Here! ELW 526

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.

® The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Song of Praise This Little Light of Mine ELW 677
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I This lit - tle light of mine, ’m goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray... Benevolent, merciful God:

When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold
in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.
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First Reading Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile move this prophet to lament: How can
a good and all-powerful God see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers by
proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith.

U A reading from Habakkuk.
' The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.

20 LORD, how long shall I cry for help,
and you will not listen?

Or cry to you “Violence!”
and you will not save?

3Why do you make me see wrongdoing
and look at trouble?

Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.

4So the law becomes slack,
and justice never prevails.

The wicked surround the righteous;
therefore judgment comes forth perverted.

#1T will stand at my watchpost
and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.
2 Then the LORD answered me and said:
Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay.
4 Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,

(L) The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 37:1-9
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Com - mit your way to the LORD; putyour trust in the LORD.

Do not be provoked by ! evildoers;
do not be jealous of those | who do wrong.
2For they shall soon wither ! like the grass,
and like the green grass | fade away.
3 Put your trust in the LORD | and do good;
dwell in the land and ! find safe pasture.
“Take delight ! in the LORD,
who shall give you your ! heart’s desire. [

5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD,

and see what | God will do.
®The LORD will make your vindication as clear ! as the light
and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun.

" Be still before the LORD and wait ! patiently.

Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in ! evil schemes.

8 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads on-'ly to evil.
?For evildoers shall | be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- ! sess the land. [
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Second Reading 2 Timothy 1:1-14
This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. In the face of hardship and
persecution, Timothy is reminded that his faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise that
faith with the help of the Holy Spirit.

L A reading from 2 Timothy.

"Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in
Christ Jesus,

2To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3T am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when 1
remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. * Recalling your tears, I long to see you so
that I may be filled with joy. °I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you. ®For this reason I
remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands, ’ for
God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-
discipline.

$Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me
in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, ? who saved us and called us with a holy calling,
not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace, and this grace was given
to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, '°but it has now been revealed through the appearing
of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel. ' For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, > and for this
reason I suffer as I do. But [ am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and
I am sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. '* Hold to the
standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. " Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

(L) The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Arise in body or spirit.
Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading Luke 17:5-10

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the power of faith and the duties of discipleship.
He calls his disciples to adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their identity rather
than works seeking reward.

® The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ¢ The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size
of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it
would obey you.

7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep
in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? ®* Would you not rather say to
him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may
eat and drink’? ° Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? '° So you also, when you
have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what
we ought to have done!” ”

® The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Time

All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message
Please arise in body or spirit.

Song of the Day We Walk By Faith ELW 635
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Please sit or kneel.

Prayers

We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, God of Grace, The assembly
prays, Receive our prayer.

&) Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation.
A brief silence.

A O God of the church, you give the church a treasure in Jesus Christ. Draw us into the gift of

faith passed down from generation to generation. Remind your people that faith the size of a
mustard seed is enough. Bless our leaders and partners, including Bishops Yehiel and Julie,
Assistants Scott and Kate, our synod companion Mamrelund Lutheran Church, Kent City;
Grace Brethren Bible Church, Hastings, Grace Community Church, Nashville; Minister of
Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. God of Grace,

Receive our prayer.

A O God of creation, you nourish the earth with grace and mercy. Bring favorable weather during

the harvest season and sustain all creation along with all who labor in the field. Ensure the
welfare of animal companions whose presence offers comfort, safety, and joy. God of Grace,
Receive our prayer.

O God of nations and communities, you govern and guard the world. Give leaders and people
in authority a spirit of making just and righteous laws. Bring peace to countries affected by war
and violence. Be with those who safeguard the world, including Parker Stancil (Freedlund),
Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkula),
Seth Domke (Domke), Hudson Schick (Markwart), and Leopold Schick (Markwart). God of
Grace,

Receive our prayer.

O God of those in need, you care for those who are sick, oppressed, bereaved, lonely, and poor.

Come to the help of all in need, especially Jennie Anderson, Mark Arens, Debby Bellmore, Bob
Bolton, Frank Bolton, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Pat DePew, Kim Domke, Lloyd Doughty,
Lori and John Giacalone, Opal Gillons, Lisa Golnek, Larry Griswold, Amy Hansen, Walker
Heise, Ruth Hill, Joy Jenks, Michelle Kaufman (pregnancy), Dana Lepien, Michelle Luedke,
Larry Maupin, Dawn McElgunn, Bev McManaway, Ed McManaway, Linda Melcher, Sandy
Mikolajczyk, Martha Misak, Kate Muraski, Jody Neagle, Diane Neeb, Lisa Nurenberg, Corrina
Palmer, Lynnze Rudesill, Kathy Surratt, Al Throop, Claudia Throop, George Ulrich Jr.,
Jeanette Ulrich, and Tom and Kathy. Help us to trust that you will come to us at the right time.
God of Grace,

Receive our prayer.

@A O God of ages past, thank you for the witness of those who have died in faith (especially). May
the faith of those who now rest in your merciful arms, like Lois and Eunice, shape our faith in your
Son, Jesus Christ. God of Grace,

Receive our prayer.
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Here other intersessions may be offered.

P

We remember in thanksgiving the faithful departed. Inspire us by their example to love and
serve our neighbors, and bring us to eternal life. God of Grace,
Receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

Please arise in body or spirit.

Sharing the Peace of God

P

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you. (We share the peace of Christ with one another.)
Ogering Song We Are an Offering ELW 692
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Offering Prayer

@ Letus pray . .. Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we
are given to share, and for this bread and wine.

Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives may
reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

® The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

@ Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed our duty and delight that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Table Prayer

® Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We bless
you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people
Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with
a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your
promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry
us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the
righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.

Jesus, Lamb of God
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Communion Songs: Beautiful Savior ELW 838
My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW 759
Prayer after Communion
@A Letus pray ... Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may
we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Arise in body or spirit

Blessing

®  God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you
the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

Amen.

Sending Song How Firm a Foundation ELW 796

Sending

Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

9:30 am

Assisting Minister — Traci Wales
Lector — Anna Scheck

Musician — Cindy Olson

Cantor — Mark Anton

Pastor — Ken Scheck

Fellowship Hour — Jeanette Markwart
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Faith beyond Measure

Matters of faith are sometimes tricky to comprehend. Faith is a relationship of trust in God. But
how do we measure it? It is, by definition, unquantifiable. Of course, that does not stop us from
trying. We want to grade our faith, and we look on the outside for signs of a high faith score.

How often do we mistake material success for God’s blessing? It is tempting to look at other people
and think they must be more faithful than we are because they have or do more than we do. But
there is a flaw in that logic. Quite often, looks can be deceiving. We have all suffered
disappointment a time or two (or ten!). Life sometimes deals us more than we can handle. We could
have faith the size of a bowling ball, but sometimes things just don’t work out.

Jesus’ understanding of faith seems different from his disciples’ or our own. He teaches the apostles
that even the tiniest amount of faith possesses transformative power capable of altering entire
realities. The “size” of faith is irrelevant.

God gives every one of us a seed of faith. It is a gift freely given, nurtured through baptism and
communion. We build confidence in that faith through worship, prayer, and community. While we
struggle to measure our faith, we can increase our confidence and willingness to act on it. When
that confidence is low, we can lean on those around us. When it is high, we can strive to build up
others, encouraging them in their own relationship with God.

God is calling all of us to be willing and confident servants, sending us out into the world to act on
our faith. Like a giant, wild bush that grows from the tiniest seed, our faith can grow, spread, and
thrive beyond measure.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Adult Forum gathers to study the book of Hebrews today. This is our final week for our study.
Come and help us chose our next study.

Parish Administrator is Cindy Olson; Office hours are 10:00 am to 2:30 pm Monday-
Wednesday.

Women of Faith will meet on Tuesday, here at Grace, at 11:00 am. All women are welcome.
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Welcome to worship today! We are thrilled that you are here. We hope you find what we
have found - a loving Jesus who welcomes all. We welcome and affirm all people, which
includes the LGBTQIA+ community. Grace Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love,
care, and support. We are pleased that you are here among us to worship God. God helps
each of us be blessed with an abundance of faith. Jesus reminds us that we have more faith
than we need. We just need to trust in what God has given.

Please use this QR Stewardship Information
%ﬁii;ogff;gss Attendance: 45 Views: 228
Weekly Giving: $2,565.00 Budget Amount: $4,363.02

@:

Green Team (Paper Gator): $71.24

Grace Projects Goal: $ 25,252.00
Received To Date: -$ 11,371.00
Total Needed: $ 13,881.00
Given this week toward Grace Projects: $530.00

The Hand2Hand Program helps to provide needs for 77 local students each weekend. Please
consider assisting us by contributing the following items, due by October 26": Slim Jim’s, Snack
Pack Pudding Cups, Granola Bars, Ramen Noodles, Mac & Cheese Cups, Fruit Snacks, Yoo-Hoo
Chocolate Milk, Individual Instant Oatmeal packets, and Microwave Popcorn. Items can be placed
in the box inside the entrance to the building. Any donation is greatly appreciated.— Outreach
Committee.

Crop Walk Information is available for the Crop Walk, which will take place on Sunday, October
12", You can find materials to get sponsors on the table in the Gathering Area. If you desire, there
are envelopes to give money toward this ministry. If checks are written for this ministry, make them
out to CWS-CROP.

The Annual Heritage Meal will be held on Sunday, October 26th after the service. A sign-up
sheet is on the bulletin board. Please list how many will attend and if you plan to bring a heritage
entree or a dish from another category. Hope to see you then!!

The nursery is available weekly during the worship service. Aurora Collins is the Nursery

Attendant. She would love to have some little ones visit her. Please spread the word that Grace
provides childcare during this worship service.

Pentecost 17- Page 14



