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Twenty-Third Sunday of Pentecost
November 16, 2025

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit, and the continued growth given by our gracious God.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Welcome
Gathering Music

Arise in body or Spirit

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

@ Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

® Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace
to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice
over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.

P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

Gathering If You but Trust in God to Guide You ELW 769

Greeting

The pastor and the assembly greet each other.

® The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Song of Praise When Peace Like a River ELW 785
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and direct our hearts.
Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of judgment. Inspire us for a
holy life here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.
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First Reading Malachi 4:1-2a
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be
destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor God.

L A reading from Malachi.

!'See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them
neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise,
with healing in its wings.

L The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98
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!'Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
20 LORD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.

3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.

*Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands;

lift up your voice, re- ! joice, and sing. [

3 Sing to the LORD | with the harp,

with the harp and the ! voice of song.
®With trumpets and the sound ! of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.
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7 Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
8 Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth.

? The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- ! ples with equity. [

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return,
had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter
warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work.

L A reading from 2 Thessalonians.

®Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away
from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they
received from us. "For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not
irresponsible when we were with you, ® and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it,
but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. ° This
was not because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example to imitate. '° For
even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work should not
eat. ! For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work.
2Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and
to earn their own living. '* Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

(L) The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Arise in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation TFF (acc. pg. 16)
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Gospel Reading Luke 21:5-19
As history moves toward God's fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end,
believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to testify
and to endure without fear.
® The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

5'When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts
dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ®“As for these things that you see, the days will come when not
one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

"They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take
place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and
say, ‘I am he!” and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them.

?“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take place
first, but the end will not follow immediately.” '° Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation and kingdom against kingdom; !! there will be great earthquakes and in various places
famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

12<But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to
synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name.
13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. ' So make up your minds not to prepare your defense
in advance, '* for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to
withstand or contradict. '® You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and
friends, and they will put some of you to death. ! You will be hated by all because of my name.
'8 But not a hair of your head will perish. '° By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

® The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Children’s Time

All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message

Please arise in body or spirit.

Song of the Day My Hope is Built on Nothing Less ELW 597

Pentecost 23 - Page 6



Please sit or kneel.
Prayers

We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Loving God, The assembly prays,
Your mercy is great.

@A Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief'silence.

>

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the gospel using
discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Bless our leaders and partners, including Bishops
Yehiel and Julie, Assistants Scott and Kate, our synod companion Emanuel Lutheran Church
in Ludington; Heritage Hills Bible Church in Bellevue; Hickory Corners Bible Church;
Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response
to Christ’s call. Loving God,

Your mercy is great.

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty power to
nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places experiencing natural
disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis. Loving God,

Your mercy is great.

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law enforcement
agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of care that build up
the common good. Be with those who safeguard the world, including Parker Stancil
(Freedlund), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart
(Varkula), Seth Domke (Domke), Hudson Schick (Markwart), and Leopold Schick (Markwart).
Loving God,

Your mercy is great.
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A God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are marginalized or
underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and harmed by violence
or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind especially Jennie
Anderson, Mark Arens, Terri Barry, Debby Bellmore, Bob Bolton, Frank Bolton, Chris Bush,
Cherie Clements, Pat DePew, Kim Domke, Lloyd Doughty, Greg Franks, Lori and John
Giacalone, Lisa Golnek, Larry Griswold, Amy Hansen, Walker Heise, Ruth Hill, Christine
Jenkins, Joy Jenks, Carrie Johnson, Michelle Kaufman (pregnancy), Dana Lepien, Larry
Maupin, Dawn McElgunn, Ed McManaway, Herman Markwart, Linda Melcher, Sandy
Mikolajczyk, Martha Misak, Kate Muraski, Jody Neagle, Lisa Nurenberg, Corrina Palmer,
Lynnze Rudesill, Kathy Surratt, Karen Thompson, Al Throop, Claudia Throop, George Ulrich
Jr, Jeanette Ulrich, A.J., and Tom and Kathy. Loving God,

Your mercy is great.

Al God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for compassionate service
and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage your people in building
equitable community where all are valued. Loving God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intersessions may be offered.

God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness especially
Beverley Ann Brown, Doris Allerding, Michael Anton, Opal Gillons and others we name in
our hearts or out loud. (pause) Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired
by the example of the faithful. Loving God,

Your mercy is great.

P We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Please arise in body or spirit.

Sharing the Peace of God
® The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. (We share the peace of Christ with one another.)
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Offering Song Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW 185
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Offering Prayer

Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we
are given to share, and for this bread and wine.
Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives
may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving

® The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

@ Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
P
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
@ It is indeed our duty and delight that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and
praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with
the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Table Prayer

® Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We bless
you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your people
Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with
a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
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Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your
promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the
righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.
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Communion Songs: Lamb of God TFF (acc. pg. 21)
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Canticle of the Turning ELW 723
How Firm a Foundation ELW 796

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray . . . Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.

Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may
we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.

Mission Minutes
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Arise in body or spirit

Blessing

P God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you
the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

Amen.

Sending Song Soon and Very Soon ELW 439

Sending
Al Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

9:30 am

Assisting Minister — Mark Anton

Lector — Carla Wilson-Neil

Musician — Cindy Olson

Cantor — Vickey Argo

Pastor — Ken Scheck 11

Fellowship Hour — Bill and Lorraine Freedlund
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Women of Faith will meet on Tuesday, here at Grace, at 11:00 am. All women are welcome.

The Hand2Hand Program helps to provide needs for 77 local students each weekend. Please
consider assisting us by contributing any of the following items, due by November 30™: Peanut
Butter, Chicken Noodle Soup, Slim Jim’s, Snack Pack Pudding Cups, Ramen Noodles, Mac &
Cheese Cups, Yoo-Hoo Chocolate Milk, Individual Instant Oatmeal packets, Granola Bars, Protein
Bars, Oatmeal Packets, Trail Mix, Individual Cereal Cups, Applesauce Cups, Fruit Snacks, Cheez-
Its, Raisins, Microwave Popcorn. Items can be placed in the box inside the entrance to the
building. Any donation is greatly appreciated.— Outreach Committee.

The nursery is available weekly during the worship service. Aurora Collins is the Nursery
Attendant. She would love to have some little ones visit her. Please spread the word that Grace
provides childcare during this worship service.

Parish Administrator is Cindy Olson; Office hours are 10:00 am to 2:30 pm Monday-
Wednesday.

Worship Committee will meet next Sunday after church.

Thanksgiving Community Service Sunday, 23 November 2025 at 6 PM at Hastings Nazarene
Church. Join the Hastings Area Ministerial Association for this yearly opportunity to renew
friendships and give God thanks as a larger community of believers.

Sharing God’s Grace with All People, especially the outcast. We, Grace Lutheran Church,
Hastings, Michigan, believe we are all created in God’s image and are all called to love our
neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe we are many members, but one body in Christ, and called
to unite all people in God’s love. We welcome and affirm all people. We invite those who are
seeking God’s presence in their lives to join us in our common journey, which includes the
LGBTQIA+ community. Our faith community seeks to unite persons of all ages, race, nationalities,
ethnic background, sexual orientations, gender identities, mental and physical abilities,
socioeconomic levels, and theological backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being
empowered and directed by the Holy Spirit, we will continually strive to “Do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with our God.” Micah 6:8

Brats are available for $6.00 for a package of 4.

Adult Forum will continue its study of Ezekiel next week, as Pastor Ken leads worship today at
Zion.
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Honoring Creators of Justice

This week’s gospel reading is a part of an apocalyptic speech Jesus gives in the temple. Jesus’ talk
of war can be alarming to our ears. We want to hear him speak about peace and love and mercy.
However, there is much in this world that is scary and violent. Jesus would not be doing his pastoral
due diligence if he did not talk about these things. Jesus reminds us that, yes, things are going to
get bad. But he calls us to cling to our faith and respond to God’s charge that we love and serve
our neighbor. And by this, he assures us, we bring about the kingdom.

November 11 is honored as Veterans Day in the United States and Remembrance Day in Canada.
Originally it was called Armistice Day to commemorate the ending of World War I and the signing
of a ceasefire. It signaled the end of the violence.

An “armistice” is an agreement to stop fighting, to bring about peace. But as Martin Luther King
Jr. famously observed, “Peace is not the absence of conflict but the presence of justice.” Jesus tells
us that violence will happen, but our calling as baptized Christians is to live in the promise of his
grace and to go out into the world to be creators of justice and peace.

This week, as we honor and remember those who have served and experienced the violence Jesus
speaks of, we must heed Jesus’ pastoral words of hope: “Do not be afraid.” In the midst of chaos
and fear, Jesus gives us his strength and the wisdom to follow him. Blessed are all who work
toward armistice in service of peace and justice.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Christmas Baskets We are also beginning to collect items for our Christmas baskets. We are
planning to feed and purchase gifts for 5 families. We still need: 5 hams, 10 boxes each of kids
breakfast cereal, 10 boxes of mac and cheese, 5 jars of jelly, 5 cake mixes, 5 cans of frosting, 5 sets
each of adult and kid shampoo and conditioner, 10 Hamburger Helper or Rice Aroni , 10 boxes
each of adult breakfast cereal, 5 6-roll packs of toilet paper, 5 jugs of laundry soap, 5 bottles of
liquid dish soap, stuffing , peanut butter, 5 51b. Bags of Potatoes, 5 Family Sized Jars of Applesauce,
and 5 Boxes of Holiday Cookies. Thank you for your partnership in ministry.
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Welcome to worship today! We are thrilled that you are here. We hope you find what we
have found - a loving Jesus who welcomes all. We welcome and affirm all people, which
includes the LGBTQIA+ community. Grace Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love,
care, and support. We are pleased that you are here among us to worship God. We hear
Jesus say, “By your endurance you will gain your souls.” Let these words carry us through
the many difficulties of life.

Pléasg use this QR Stewardship Information
Ofﬂii;og?‘fff; Attendance: 46 Views: 222
Weekly Giving: $1,830.00 Budget Amount: $4,363.02

Noisy Offering: $70.34
Non-Budget Outreach : $280.00

Grace Projects Goal: § 25,252.00

Received To Date: -$ 21.814.00
Total Needed: $  3,438.00

Pasty Sale into Grace Projects: $189.00

Parking Lot into Grace Projects: $4,000.00
Money earmarked for Grace Projects: $85.00
Given this week towards Grace Projects: $4,274.00

God’s Creation Calendars are available for $5.00 each. There is a limited supply left. Get yours
before they are gone.

Watch for the Giving Tree that will be set up after the Thanksgiving holiday.
Advent Devotionals are now available. Advent begins on November 30.
Advent Luncheons “Waiting in Wonder” Please join the Hastings Area Ministerial Association

for three 12 noon lunches, December 3, 10 and 17. The first is at St. Rose Catholic Church with
the theme Practicing Patience.
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