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Christ the King Sunday 

November 23, 2025 

 
Christ the King is the end of the season for the Christian calendar. Today’s color is white 

representing the purity and glory due Jesus our king.  We praise God for our servant king, who 

stands at the end of time welcoming us into the eternal kingdom of God’s reign.  

 

 

 

 

Welcome  

 

Gathering Music  

 
Arise in body or Spirit 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The love of our Creator, revealed by Christ Jesus our Lord and sustained through the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C  And also with you. 
 

 

 

 

Gathering                                               Amazing Grace                                                 ELW 779 

      

 

Dialogue 
 

P  Come, let us celebrate, let us rejoice, let us give God the glory! 

C  For the Lord our God reigns, Alleluia! 

  

A  All nations come and worship you, Holy God. 
C   Holy, holy, holy God, you are the beginning, the present and all that is to come. 

  

P  All colors and races give hearty praise!  
C   Let us share your love with all.  Amen  

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Song of Praise                                        Beautiful Savior                                               ELW 838 

 

  

Prayer of the Day  

A    Let us pray. 

       O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. 

C    We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with 

us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen.  



Pentecost 23 - Page 4  
  

Please be seated.  
 First Reading                                                  Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s 

unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new 

and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 

L  A reading from Jeremiah. 

 
1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2 Therefore 

thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is 

you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. 

So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant 

of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, 

and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd 

them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

 
5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 

and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he 

will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

 

L  The word of the Lord.  

C   Thanks be to God.   
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Psalm 46 

 
R= Refrain   

 
 
1 God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

a very present | help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 

  3 though its waters | rage and foam, 

   and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

  4 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

   the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

God shall help it at the | break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  R  
 

7 The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 

  9 behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

   who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

  10 “Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

   I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”  R  
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Second Reading                                                                                                Colossians 1:11-20 

 An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who 

was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 

L  A reading from Colossians.  
  
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you 

may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you 

to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness 

and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in heaven 

and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, 

the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him 

all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

L  The word of the Lord.  

C  Thanks be to God.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Arise in body or spirit. 
Gospel Acclamation                                                                                                  TFF (acc. pg. 16) 
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Gospel Reading                                                                                                       Luke 22:33-43 
Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be 

Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to 

paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 

 
P   The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

C  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they 

do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people 

stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself 

if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 

offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There 

was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 
39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 

you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, 

for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then 

he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, 

today you will be with me in paradise.” 

  
P The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ.  
Please be seated.  
  
Children’s Time  
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.   
  

Message  
Please arise in body or spirit.  
 

Song of the Day                       Holy God, Holy and Glorious                                    ELW 597 
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Please sit or kneel.    
Prayers  
We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Loving God,  The assembly prays, 

Your mercy is great.   
  
A  Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need.  

 

A brief silence.  
  
A We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the good news of 

healing and restoration. Bless our leaders and partners, including Bishops Yehiel and Julie, 

Assistants Scott and Kate, our synod companion Victory Lutheran Church in Ludington; 

Hickory Corners Wesleyan Church; Hope Church of the Brethren in Freeport; Minister of 

Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Inspire us to embody the beloved community in ways that 

faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. Loving God,  

C   Your mercy is great.  
  

A   We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve and renew your 

coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who tend flocks or care for creatures 

of all kinds. Loving God,  

C   Your mercy is great.  
 

A   We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety.  Be with those 

who safeguard the world, including Parker Stancil (Freedlund), Cody and Myrina Crawford 

(Clements), Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkula), Seth Domke (Domke), Hudson 

Schick (Markwart), and Leopold Schick (Markwart). Support equity across the globe, and heal 

division with accountability and truth. Loving God, 

C   Your mercy is great.  
  

A   We pray for Grace Lutheran Church’s future, as we seek a union of shared ministry with Zion 

Lutheran Church, Woodland.  We ask your blessing upon the vote that is happening this 

morning at Zion’s special meeting.  You are the Lord of all, and ruler of heaven and earth.  

Direct us to do your will and to sacrifice our comfort so that we can do your work more 

effectively here in Barry county.  Loving God, 

C   Your mercy is great.  
 

A   We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in body or spirit, or 

sick especially Jennie Anderson, Mark Arens, Terri Barry, Debby Bellmore, Bob Bolton, Frank 

Bolton, Chris Bush, John Charles, Cherie Clements, Pat DePew, Kim Domke, Lloyd Doughty, 
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Greg Franks, the family of John Giacalone, Lisa Golnek, Larry Griswold, Amy Hansen, 

Walker Heise, Ruth Hill, Christine Jenkins, Joy Jenks, Carrie Johnson, Michelle Kaufman 

(pregnancy), Dana Lepien, Larry Maupin, Dawn McElgunn, the family of Ed McManaway, 

the family of Herman Markwart, Linda Melcher, Martha Misak, Kate Muraski, Jody Neagle, 

Lisa Nurenberg, Corrina Palmer, Lynnze Rudesill, Payton Stancil, Kathy Surratt, Karen 

Thompson, Al Throop, Claudia Throop, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Mary Jo Wittrock,  

A.J., and Tom and Kathy.  Comfort all in need of your tender care. Loving God, 

 C   Your mercy is great.  
 

A  We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and sacrament. Bring us into 

authentic community where all ages are valued and experience God’s faithfulness together. 

Loving God.  
C   Your mercy is great.  
  

Here other intersessions may be offered.  
  

A  We give thanks for all who have died in faith. May we remember them faithfully until we are 

gathered with you in the paradise you promise. Loving God,  
C   Your mercy is great.  

 

P  We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C   Amen.  
  
Please arise in body or spirit.   
Sharing the Peace of God  

P   The peace of Christ be with you.    

C   And also with you.     (We share the peace of Christ with one another.)  
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Offering Song                                  Create in Me a Clean Heart                                     ELW 185  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering Prayer  

 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we 

are given to share, and for this bread and wine.  
C   Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our lives 

may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord.  Amen  
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 Great Thanksgiving  

 

P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And also with you.  
P  Lift up your hearts.  
C  We lift them to the Lord.  
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
P  It is indeed our duty and delight that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and 

the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 

the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                   TFF (acc. pg. 20)
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Table Prayer  

 

 P   Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. We 

bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, for freeing your 

people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.  

 

 We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with 

a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.  

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.  

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await your 

promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 

carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the 

righteousness of Christ.  

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church, both now and forever. 

C  Amen.  

 
Lord’s Prayer  
 

P   Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:  
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  
  
Invitation to Communion 
 

 P  Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

C  Thanks be to God!  
Please be seated.  
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 Communion Songs:                           Lamb of God                                      TFF (acc. pg. 21) 

 

 

 

    
  Healer of Our Every Ill                                               ELW 612 

     Holy, Holy Holy                        ELW 473 

           

Prayer after Communion  

A   Let us pray . . . Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.   
C   Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may 

we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.  
  
Mission Minutes  
Arise in body or spirit  
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Blessing  
P   God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you 

the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.  
C   Amen.  
   
Sending Song                                    Soon and Very Soon                                                 ELW 439 

 

Sending  
A  Go in peace. Christ is sending you.  

C  Thanks be to God.  
  
Postlude  
  

9:30 am  
Assisting Minister – Anna Scheck  
Lector – Bill Freedlund 
Musician – Cindy Olson  
Cantor – Mark Anton   
Pastor – Ken Scheck II  
Fellowship Hour – Paul Kuhlman  
  

Worship Committee will meet today after church.  

 

Women of Faith will meet on Tuesday, here at Grace, at 11:00 am. All women are welcome.  
 

The Hand2Hand Program helps to provide needs for 77 local students each weekend. Please 

consider assisting us by contributing any of the following items, due by November 30th: Peanut 

Butter, Chicken Noodle Soup, Slim Jim’s, Snack Pack Pudding Cups, Ramen Noodles, Mac & 

Cheese Cups, Yoo-Hoo Chocolate Milk, Individual Instant Oatmeal packets, Granola Bars, Protein 

Bars, Oatmeal Packets, Trail Mix, Individual Cereal Cups, Applesauce Cups, Fruit Snacks, Cheez-

Its, Raisins,  Microwave Popcorn. Items can be placed in the box inside the entrance to the 

building. Any donation is greatly appreciated.– Outreach Committee.  
  
The nursery is available weekly during the worship service. Aurora Collins is the Nursery 

Attendant.  She would love to have some little ones visit her.  Please spread the word that Grace  

provides childcare during this worship service.   

 
Parish Administrator is Cindy Olson; Office hours are 10:00 am to 2:30 pm Mon-Wed.    
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The Servant King 
 

Many congregations will sing a hymn this Sunday that declares, “Crown him the Lord of life, who 

triumphed o’er the grave and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save” (ELW 855). 

This is an image of a conquering hero who fought Satan and won. Hail to the king! But that is not 

the king we are presented with in today’s gospel reading. Jesus is a broken, rejected man hanging 

naked in public shame, dying for a capital offense, sandwiched between two criminals. 

 

Many people struggle to think of Jesus as king because of the negative actions of historical kings. 

Kings have too often been men wielding power for their own gain, sitting on thrones upheld by 

patriarchy and wealth. Furthering this negative image are colonialism and the kings who issued 

decrees to ravage and control people in their native land. Neither is this the image of Christ the 

king in today’s reading. 

 

At Gonzaga University (Spokane, Washington), a focus on servant leadership is offered as a 

concentration in the master’s program in organizational leadership. Its focuses are forgiveness and 

restorative justice, listening and discerning, community-building, foresight and strategy, and 

transformational thinking. Doesn’t that sound a lot more like the leadership of Jesus? 

 

Perhaps we are reminded of the hard parts of Jesus’ journey to draw our attention to his purpose 

and the focus of his teachings. He wasn’t a conqueror, and he didn’t wield power for his own gain. 

He hung naked on the cross to be the ultimate servant leader. We claim Jesus as our king because 

of his servant leadership—his focus on forgiveness and restoration, building community, and 

thinking in transformational ways. Hail the servant king! 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
 

 

White Elephant Exchange will be held on December 14 for 

those wishing to participate. The idea of the game is regifting 

something that you have to find it a better home. If you don’t 

have anything you want to regift, please limit the price of your 

gift to $5 or $10. Gifts can be silly or earnest! Please bring one 

wrapped gift to participate. 

 

Examples: a candle that you hate the smell of, home decor that’s 

not your style, a pair of fluffy socks, a bag of coffee that’s not 

your brew! 
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Welcome to worship today! We are thrilled that you are here.  We hope you find what we 

have found - a loving Jesus who welcomes all.  We welcome and affirm all people, which 

includes the LGBTQIA+ community. Grace Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love, 

care, and support. We are pleased that you are here among us to worship God.  We realize 

that Jesus is our king and we live in his care for each of us.  As children of God,  let us share 

the care that given to us and celebrate the love each of us have received by Christ’s death on 

the cross and resurrection life.     
 

 
Stewardship Information    

 Attendance: 45                              Views: 198  
 Weekly Giving: $2,915.00                  Budget Amount: $4,363.02  

 

                                

   Non-Budget Outreach : $5.00 

 
 Grace Projects Goal:    $  25,252.00     
 Received To Date:         -$  21,819.00              
 Total Needed:       $     3,433.00     
 

Money earmarked for Grace Projects: $5.00 

 

Thanksgiving Community Service is this evening at 6 PM at Hastings Nazarene Church.  Join 

the Hastings Area Ministerial Association for this yearly opportunity to renew friendships and give 

God thanks as a larger community of believers.  

 

God’s Creation Calendars are available for $5.00 each.  There is a limited supply left.  Get yours 

before they are gone. 

 

Christmas Baskets  We are also beginning to collect items for our Christmas baskets.  We are 

planning to feed and purchase gifts for 5 families. We still need: 5 hams, 10 boxes each of kids 

breakfast cereal, 10 boxes of mac and cheese, 5 jars of jelly, 5 cake mixes, 5 cans of frosting, 5 

sets each of adult and kid shampoo and conditioner, 10 Hamburger Helper or Rice Aroni , 10 

boxes each of adult breakfast cereal,  5 6-roll packs of toilet paper, 5 jugs of laundry soap, 5 

bottles of liquid dish soap, stuffing , peanut butter, 5 5lb. Bags of Potatoes, 5 Family Sized Jars of 

Applesauce, and 5 Boxes of Holiday Cookies. Thank you for your partnership in ministry. 

Watch for the Giving Tree that will be set up after the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 

Advent Devotionals are now available.  Advent begins on November 30.     

Please use this QR  
Code to access 

online giving.  


