Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:00am-1:00 pm

Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645

Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
November 30, 2025



First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the expected Messiah, who came in an unexpected
way, as the baby Jesus. The color of the season is blue like the night sky, representing the Christ
who is called Dayspring, which means source of day.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Welcome

Gathering Music

Arise in body or Spirit
The Celebration of Light on the Advent Wreath - Prophecy Candle

® From the one who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty God: grace, light and
peace be with you all.
And also with you.

®

>

In the darkness we light a flame of hope.
May it dance not only upon our Advent Wreath but within each of our hearts.

®

~

Hope is the flower that blooms from the ground of faith.

®

With joy we celebrate the light on this Advent Candle in prayerful expectation.

>

This dancing flame sings out that the reign of God, that pure light is slowly dawning in our
world.

Let this Advent season, now beginning, bring us a new birth of hope in the ancient
promise of God.

Advent Hymn Angels Singing in the Heavens tune ELW 275

I
Angels singing in the heavens of the Savior promised long.
Ev’ry heart shall op-en to God, ev’ry voice li-ft high in song.
Come and worship, Come and worship. Ev’ry voice lift high in song.

11
Through the darkness of these da-ys, Christ shall come and enter in.
With the message of salvation; we no more are slaves to sin.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We no more are slaves to sin.
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I
We have come to seek God’s presence. In this place to worship Christ.
We await Christ’s new returning. Seeking God’s redeeming grace.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Seeking God’s redeeming grace.

The Responsive Litany of Hope

P With open hearts we await you
Come, Lord Jesus.

With open arms we beckon you
Come, Lord Jesus.

® >

With open mouths we greet you
Come, Lord Jesus.

®

Prayer of the Day

A Let us pray...Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.

By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem
us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.
Please be seated.

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal
reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us
walk in the light of that Lord now!”

L A reading from Isaiah.

!The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. ZIn days to come the
mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. *Many peoples shall come and say, “Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us
his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. “He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
30 house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

(L) The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 122
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was glad when they said to me,
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“Tet us 2o to the house of the LorD.”

'T was glad when they | said to me,

“Let us go to the house | of the LORD.”
’Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.

3Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
“to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. &

SFor there are the | thrones of judgment,

the thrones of the | house of David.
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.

"Peace be with- | in your walls

and quietness with- | in your towers.
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.

Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good.” [
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Second Reading Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming
in the future.

L A reading from Romans.

"Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; "“the night is far gone, the day is
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not
in quarreling and jealousy. “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

L) The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please arise in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation Though the Earth Shall Change ACS 1035
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Gospel Reading Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our
normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because
the Son of Man will come unannounced.

P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] **“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. *’For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son
of Man. **For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, *and they knew nothing until the flood came and
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. ““Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken and one will be left. *'Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left. “*Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. “*But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

® The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Message

All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message
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Please arise in body or spirit.

Song of the Day Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Calling ELW 246
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1 Hark! a thrill - ing voice is sound - ing! “Christ is near,” we
2 Wak-ened by the sol - emn warn - ing, from -earth’s bond - age
3 See the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, come with par - don
4 So, when next he comes in glo - 1y and the world is

5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, and bless - ing to the Fa - ther
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hear it say. “Cast a - way the works of dark - ness,
let us rise; Christ, our sun, all sloth dis - pel - ling,
down from heav'n. Let us  haste, with tears of SOI - TOW,
wrapped in fear, he will shield us with his mer - cy
and the Son with the ev - er - last - ing Spir - it
0| .
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all you chil - dren of the day!”
shines up - on the morn - ing skies.
one and all, to be for - giv'n;
and with words of love draw near.
while un - end - ing a - ges run!

Please be seat or kneel for prayer.
Prayers

We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, We lift our hearts to you. The
assembly prays, Come, Lord Jesus.

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new
hope.
A briefsilence

@A God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent
needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in
your redemptive and healing work. Guide the faith of all the servants of your church, especially
Bishops Yehiel and Julie, Assistants Scott and Kate, our synod companion Trinity Lutheran
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Church in Manton, Hope United Methodist Church in Hastings, Inter-Lakes Baptist Church in
Delton; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. We lift our hearts to you,
Come, Lord Jesus.

God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing
resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect
endangered plants and animals. We lift our hearts to you,

Come, Lord Jesus.

God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor.
Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land
of Jesus’ birth. Be with those who safeguard the world, Parker Stancil (Freedlund), Cody and
Myrina Crawford (Clements), Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkula), Seth Domke
(Domke), Hudson Schick (Markwart), and Leopold Schick (Markwart). We lift our hearts to
you,

Come, Lord Jesus.

God of loving kindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort
the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing
your care especially Jennie Anderson, Mark Arens, Terri Barry, Debby Bellmore, Bob Bolton,
Frank Bolton, Chris Bush, John Charles, Cherie Clements, Pat DePew, Kim Domke, Lloyd
Doughty, Greg Franks, the family of John Giacalone, Lisa Golnek, Larry Griswold, Amy
Hansen, Walker Heise, Ruth Hill, Christine Jenkins, Joy Jenks, Carrie Johnson, Michelle
Kaufman (pregnancy), Dana Lepien, Larry Maupin, Dawn McElgunn, Mike McKay, the family
of Ed McManaway, the family of Herman Markwart, Linda Melcher, Martha Misak, Janet
Moomey, Tricia Moredock, Kate Muraski, Larry Murphy, Jody Neagle, Lisa Nurenberg,
Corrina Palmer, Lynnze Rudesill, Payton Stancil, Kathy Surratt, Karen Thompson, Al Throop,
Claudia Throop, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Mary Jo Wittrock, A.J., and Tom and
Kathy. We lift our hearts to you,
Come, Lord Jesus.

God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations in
transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and ministry
leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. We lift our hearts to you,
Come, Lord Jesus.

God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who
now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing.
We lift our hearts to you,

Come, Lord Jesus.

Here other intersessions may be offered.
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A Not knowing the day or hour of your coming, O Lord, we remember those whose days on earth
have ended, who live now in your eternal love. Remind us of their faithful witness, that their
example might inspire our daily living. We lift our hearts to you,

Come, Lord Jesus.

P You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day and

hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Please arise in body or spirit.

Sharing the Peace of God

P  The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you. (We share the peace of Christ with one another.)

Offering Song God of the Fertile Fields tune ELW 408

God of the fertile fields, We would be stewards true,

shaper of earth that yields our daily bread: Holding in trust from you all that you give;

forth from your bounteous hand help us in love to share,

come gifts your love has planned, teach us like you to care

that all in ev'ry land for people ev'rywhere,

be clothed and fed. that all may live.

Offering Prayer

Let us pray . . . Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every
season.

Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the
name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen
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Great Thanksgiving

® The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

@ Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise
to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 10 (accomp. ed. pg. 173)
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Table Prayer

P

P

Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, you created a world in which all might
be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, and fed your people Israel with
manna from heaven. You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the
world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, Christ’s life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his
coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger
and want.

By this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen

Lord’s Prayer

P

Lord, remember us in you kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

[Pl Holy food for Holy people.
Thanks be to God.
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Lamb of God ELW Setting 10 (accomp. ed. pg. 176)
n ] ]
¥ | | I I I | | I I
il b | | | | | | | | | P [ Q]
{0y — P~ — = — — I ud
S e
1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Communion Songs: The Advent of our God LBW 22
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I The ad-vent of our God shall  be our theme for prayer;
2 The ev - er-last-ing Son in - car- nate stoops to be,
3 Come, Zi - on’s daugh-ter, rise to meet your low - ly king,
4 As  judge,on clouds of  light, he soon will come a - gain,
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come, let us meet him on the road and place for him pre - pare.
him - self the ser- vant’s form puts on to set his peo-ple free.
nor let your faith-less heart de - spise the peace he comes to  bring.
and all his scat-tered saints u - nite with him on high to reign,

5 Before the dawning day 6 All glory to the Son,
let sin be put to flight; who comes to set us free,
no longer let the law hold sway, with Father, Spirit, ever one
but walk in freedom’s light. through all eternity.
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Hark, the Glad Sound ELW 239
pa — | —— —— |
Q7 4 Fer e 4 ¢ 4f

| | '

1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - 1y heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
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pare a throne and ev - 'ty voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring with your be - lov - ed name.

Prayer after Communion

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and

blood of your Son.

Savior and Lord. Amen.
Mission Minutes

Arise in body or spirit
Blessing

P God’s blessing be with you, " Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you

all, now and always.

Amen.
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Sending Song Rejoice, Rejoice Believers ELW 244
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f'rings bore,
4 Qur hope and ex-pec -ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu-ias  clear
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be- night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the thronc of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at  mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at  mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
Sending

Surrounded by God’s people of every time and place, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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9:30 am

Assisting Minister — Vickey Argo

Lector — Mark Anton

Musician — Cindy Olson

Cantor — Anna Scheck

Pastor — Ken Scheck

Fellowship — Serving Bill and Lorraine Freedlund

Advent Signs

Few things in life are as jarring as awakening to the shriek of a fire alarm. Of course, that is by
design. The safety of those gathered indoors calls for a blaring warning of impending danger so
that all might be delivered from harm. Jesus offers a similar signal to his beloveds today, begging
us to pay attention to the seriousness of the message he bears: Be ready! Keep awake! Pay attention
to your surroundings! Deliverance is coming soon!

Advent is a season of preparation, directing our focus toward the incarnation, toward Christmas,
when God becomes human and the weary world rejoices. Sometimes preparations take the form of
monthslong laborious planning, as we might do for an international trip or the renovation of a home.
Other times, preparations must happen immediately, within hours, minutes, or seconds. When a
fire alarm sounds, there’s no time to plan: We must act quickly, gathering what is most important
to get to safety together.

This first Sunday of Advent is a chance to take stock of what is most important in life, to attune our
spirits to the reign of heaven that God is birthing in our world. We may be unsettled by these gospel
images of the great flood and of field workers being disappeared. Such stories indeed may spark
fear, anxiety, and distrust. Yet God comes to be with us amid all the great uncertainties of life, amid
the atrocities of human violence, amid the worst of our losses and fears. Jesus reminds us that God
is always drawing near to the world, always extending mercy, always acting with love. Mercy and
love are Advent signs worth paying attention to, worth staying awake for. Be ready, beloveds, and

fear not! God’s deliverance is coming soon.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

A Christmas Concert presented by Lakewood Area Choral Society and Thornapple Wind Band
on Sunday, December 14 at 3 PM.

December Blood Drive: save the date for our Toyland Blood Drive on December 29. Registration
is open, call 1-800-733-2767 or go to https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html. If you would like

to help with snacks for donors or working the check in table, sign up in the Gathering Area.

The Giving Tree is up and ready to receive your snacks for local teachers to use in their
classrooms.
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Parish Administrator is Cindy Olson; Office hours are 10:00 am to 2:30 pm Mon-Wed.

Women of Faith continues to meet at 11:00 am on Tuesdays here at Grace. Join us December 2,
9, and 16. All women are welcome.

Ecumenical Advent Lunches are an opportunity to connect with the greater community for a noon
meal and fellowship with a Bible study or worship component. The first one is this Wednesday at
St. Rose Catholic Church on December 3, then here at Grace on December 10, and finally at First
Presbyterian on December 17.

Midweek Evening Advent Dinners will be December 3, 10, and 17 with a meal at 6 pm in the
fellowship hall, and a short service of evening prayer at 7 pm. Our first meal will be Soup, Bread
and Dessert provided by the Worship Committee. Proceeds from the meals will go toward Habitat
for Humanity.

Jesus Birthday Party and White Elephant exchange will be after worship in two Sundays,
December 14. The Social Activities Committee is sponsoring the fellowship time and there will be
good things to eat. You are invited to bring a wrapped gift that is either regifted or a value of $5-
$10 if you’re buy something new for a White Elephant Exchange. We will then play the game of
choosing one wrapped gift each, or if someone else’s pick looks better to you, you can steal it!

BOG Christmas Night Out will be on Thursday, December 11 at 6:00 pm at Russo’s in Wayland.
Sign up on the bulletin board — all men are welcome.

The nursery is available weekly during the worship service. Aurora Collins is the Nursery
Attendant. She would love to have some little ones visit her. Please spread the word that Grace

provides childcare during this worship service.

The Giving Tree is up and ready to receive your snacks for local teachers to use in their
classrooms.

Advent Devotionals are now available. Advent begins today.

Adult Forum Please join us after worship today with Pastor Ken leading a study on the book of
Ezekiel.

First Sunday of Advent Page 16



Welcome to worship today! We are thrilled that you are here. We hope you find what we
have found - a loving Jesus who welcomes all. We welcome and affirm all people, which
includes the LGBTQIA+ community. Grace Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love,
care, and support. We are pleased that you are here among us to worship God. We realize
that Jesus is our king and we live in his care for each of us. As children of God, we continue
to wait for the fullness of God’s grace to be revealed.

Stewardship Information

Please use this QR |  Attendance: 41 Views: 198
iﬁﬁiéog?ﬁffgs.s Weekly Giving: $2,320.00 Budget Amount: $4,363.02

Grace Projects Goal § 25,252.00
Received To Date -$ 22.017.00
Total Needed $ 3,235.00

Given this week toward Grace Projects: $80

Blue Christmas Worship December 21, 4 PM at First Presbyterian Church, 405 North M 37,
Hastings, Michigan. Pastor Ken Scheck II will be preaching.

Han(?%Hand Hand2Hand. Thank you for bringing November’s items. December needs are
-~ A microwave popcorn, granola bars, Slim Jim’s, Yoo-Hoo chocolate milk, Snack

Needs Pack pudding cups, and individual hot chocolate mix. Donations are due
microwavePopeorn | December 21, which is an earlier deadline than most months because of the winter
*Granola Bars bI' e ak
*Slim Jim's .

*Yoo-Hoo Chocolate Milk
*Snack Pack Pudding Cups

“individual Hot chocolate  Calendars are available in the Gathering Area for $5.00 each.
Mix

Advent Devotionals are available in the gathering area.

Christmas Baskets We are also beginning to collect items for our Christmas baskets. Once again,

we are planning to feed and get gifts for 5 families. We still need items not crossed out: 3 hams, 6
boxes of breakfast cereal for adults, +0-bexes-of- mac-and-cheese; Sjars-efjelly; S-cakemixes; S
eans-ef frosting; 5 sets each of adult and kid shampoo and conditioner, 12 Hamburger Helpereor
Rice-Aroni; 9-bexes-of brealkfasteereal forkids, 5 6-roll packs of toilet paper, 5 jugs of laundry
soap, 5 bottles of liquid dish soap, S-bexes—ofstuffing , 5 jars of peanut butter, 5 5lb. Bags of
Potatoes, 4 Family Sized Jars of Applesauce, and 3 Boxes of Holiday Cookies. Thank you for your
partnership in ministry.

Christmas Eve Service will be at 6:30 pm on December 24, the first 30 minutes is preservice
music.
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