What Goes Up

The law of gravity dictates that whatever goes up must come down. Even with its dazzling mountaintop revelation, the transfiguration story quickly reminds us that if Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, then not even God’s beloved can escape death’s inevitable pull. Jesus leads Peter, James, and John up the mountain, but very soon they will be on their way down again. Suddenly, Jesus is gloriously transformed before the three disciples; then, just as suddenly, Jesus speaks of his impending death.
The transfiguration is a story of both fulfillment and foretaste. The appearance of Moses and Elijah reminds us of Jesus’ promise to fulfill the Law and the Prophets, during his sermon on another mountain (Matthew 5:17). The startling turn toward talk of his suffering and death gives us a foretaste of the “mountain” at Golgotha he has yet to climb. 

For the church, coming down the Mount of Transfiguration leads directly into the season of Lent and a journey that draws out more fully for us the implications of baptism. For Jesus, his baptism by John at the Jordan was just the start of a journey to be fulfilled in all the ups and downs to come. This is how transformation tends to happen—not when we insist on playing it safe, but when we dare to enter more fully into life as it is. So, too, our baptism can be fulfilled only in the light of our mortality. God’s voice on the mountaintop calls us not simply to behold God’s beloved Son but also to follow where Jesus leads.

All this, however, is not meant to bring us down. Jesus’ transfiguration offers a glimpse of an even bigger picture that includes both gravity and grace. It foreshadows what is to come: death—and resurrection. This promise of new life is a bright cloud that leads the church now, as it did the ancient Israelites, through the wilderness ahead.
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Lenten Devotionals, “Places of the Passion”, are available in the Gathering Area.

Sharing God’s Grace with All People, especially the outcast. We, Grace Lutheran Church, Hastings, Michigan, believe we are all created in God’s image and are all called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe we are many members, but one body in Christ, and called to unite all people in God’s love. We welcome and affirm all people. We invite those who are seeking God’s presence in their lives to join us in our common journey, which includes the LGBTQIA+ community. Our faith community seeks to unite persons of all ages, race, nationalities, ethnic background, sexual orientations, gender identities, mental and physical abilities, socioeconomic levels, and theological backgrounds. Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy Spirit, we will continually strive to “Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” Micah 6:8 

The Hand2Hand Program, which helps feed local needy students over the weekends, requests any amount of the following:



Chicken Noodle Soup		Peanut Butter		Individual Oatmeal 		Slim Jims
Snack Pack Pudding Cups	Granola Bars		Individual Applesauce Cups
Ramen Noodles			Microwave Popcorn	Individual Mac and Cheese


Donations are due February 22nd. Thank you so much for all donations! 

Zion Lutheran Church in Woodland and Grace Lutheran Church officially began a shared ministry on January 1, 2026. Pastor Ken Scheck II is now officially serving both congregations.  The agreement, found in the January GraceGram, spells out a shared ministry of 50%.  This will be a very different model for Grace, but it has been done in many settings throughout the ELCA. Pastor Ken will leave worship after the distribution of Communion in order to lead 11:00 am worship at Zion. 
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