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Holy Trinity Sunday 
May 31, 2026 

 

Holy Trinity is the day that Christians celebrate the gift of God’s presence revealed through Jesus 

Christ. When Christ came to earth, we realize we have a God who takes care of us like a loving 

parent, that God came to share salvation by healing, teaching, and forgiving our sins by dying on 

the cross, and finally gives us continued presence through the Holy Spirit.  The colors of the day 

are white and gold for the purity of God and life we are given by our gracious God.  

 
 

 

 

 

Welcome 

 

Gathering Music 
 

Arise in body or Spirit 

Opening Sentences 
 

P  O Lord, open our lips, 

C  and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 

A  Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

C  that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
 

P  Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God, 

C  who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection. 

 

 
Gathering Song                 God, Whose Almighty Word                                         ELW 673 

 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Song of Praise           Come, All You People                     ELW 819 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

A     Let us pray . . . Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-

in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. 

C    Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your 

presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

First Reading Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the 

earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day. 

 

L    A reading from Genesis. 

 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God 

said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 
6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 

the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 

waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the second day. 

 
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 

land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 

together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed 

in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and 

trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was 

evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and 

let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater 

light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the 

light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fourth day. 

 
20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 

earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 

that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And 

God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters 

in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, 

the fifth day. 

 
 



Holy Trinity Sunday Page 5 

 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 

and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the 

earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 

 
26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the 

wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 

 27 So God created humans in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 

 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 

it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 

thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 

is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 
30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the 

earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was 

so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God 

finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 

done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 

that he had done in creation. 

 

     4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

 

L  The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 8

 
R Refrain  

 
 

 

1 O | LORD our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and 

children; 

you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. R 

 
3 When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
4 what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

   human beings that you should | care for them? R 

  
5 Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
6 You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

   you have put all things un- | der their feet: 

 
7 all | flocks and cattle, 

even the wild beasts | of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

   and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 

 
9 O | LORD our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R 
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Second Reading                                                                          2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the 

triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership. 

L   A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 

Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with 

one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another 

with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

 
13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with all of you. 
 

L  The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

Arise in body or spirit. 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                ELW Accomp. Ed. pg. 102 

 
Gospel Reading               Matthew 28:16-20 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and teach 

all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

P   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 

 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
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Children’s Time 
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.  

 

Message 
 

 

Please arise in body or spirit. 

Song of the Day       Come, Join the Dance of Trinity                               ELW 412 
 

 

 

Please sit or kneel. 

Prayers 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, God of grace.  The assembly prays, 

Receive our prayer.     
 

A    Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 

world. 
 

A brief silence 
 

A    Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, making us 

a new creation that proclaims your presence and love. Walk with and guide Bishops Yehiel and 

Julie, Assistants Scott and Kate; our synod companion churches, Faith Lutheran Church in 

Sidney; Delton Community Church; Delton Seventh Day Adventist Church; Minister of Music 

Cindy, and Pastor Ken. We lift our prayer to you.    

C Receive our prayer. 
 

A   Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and 

wildlife as reminders of who you are. We lift our prayer to you.     

C Receive our prayer. 
 

A  Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue the work 

of fostering peace and community. Be with those who safeguard the world, including Parker 

Stancil (Freedlund), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel 

Taggart (Varkula), Seth Domke (Domke), Hudson Schick (Markwart) and Leopold Schick 

(Markwart). We lift our prayer to you.      

C Receive our prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 



Holy Trinity Sunday Page 9 

 

A   Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who are sick. 

Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship 

Jennie Anderson, Bob Bolton, Frank Bolton, Chris Bush, John Charles, Cherie Clements, Kim 

Domke, Celina Eichler, Greg Franks, Melanie Franks, Lisa Golnek, Larry Griswold, Bill 

Halstead, Cynthia Hansen, Jamie Heise (pregnancy), Walker Heise, Autum Henion, Christine 

Jenkins, Joy Jenks, Carmen Karkau, Martha Klenk, Michelle Luedke, Ed Markwart, Larry 

Maupin, Dick Melcher, Carrie Miller, Virginia Moomey, Kate Muraski, Jody Neagle, Corey 

Normandin, Lincoln Osborn, Emma Poholski (pregnancy), Edith Rose, Rob Smelker, Payton 

Stancil, Kathy Surratt, Al Throop, Claudia Throop, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, 

Samantha VandenBusch, and Tom and Kathy. We lift our prayer to you.    

C Receive our prayer. 

 

A   Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for their needs. 

Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. We lift our prayer to you.    

C Receive our prayer. 
 

   Here other intersessions may be offered. 
 

A   Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal promises. 

Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. We lift our prayer to you.    

C Receive our prayer. 
 

P  Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, 

O God, through Jesus our Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

Please arise in body or spirit.  
 

Sharing the Peace of God 

P   The peace of Christ be with you.  
C   And also with you.   (We share the peace of Christ with one another.) 
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Offering Song                       Create in Me a Clean Heart                                          ELW 185 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

A   Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples. 
C  Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the 

world. Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 



Holy Trinity Sunday Page 11 

 

P It is our duty and delight, that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you, 

through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow the way of humble service and love, and so, with the 

church on earth all creation and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                                              ELW 191 

 
 
Table Prayer 
 

P     We should always and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through Jesus Christ, who by his death on the cross and glorious resurrection broke the bonds 

of sin and death and gave life to all creation. 

C    By dying on the cross, Jesus has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal 

life. 

 

P    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

C    Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

C     This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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P    With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the mystery of faith.   

       Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

C Congregation:                                       Hymnal Supplement pgs. 17-20 

 
P Pour your Holy Spirit upon us as we share this meal in the body and blood of our Lord. 

C   Make us one with Christ and with all who share this feast.  Unite us in faith, encourage 

us with hope, inspire us to love, that we may serve as your faithful people until we feast 

at your table in glory. 

 

P   Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over death, we 

await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.   

 Amen, Come Lord Jesus;  Amen, Come Lord Jesus. 

 
P   Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains are scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread 

of life, your Son. Amen, Come Holy Spirit.  Amen, Come Holy Spirit. 

 
 
P   All glory and honor is yours, O God, now and forever. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P   Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught: 

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P  Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C  Thanks be to God! 

Please be seated. 

Communion Songs                 Lamb of God          Hymnal Supplement pgs.20-21  

 Additional Verses: 

You break the chains of hatred and fear: 

You are the way of justice and peace: 

You are the way of mercy and love: 

You are the bread of life for us all: 

You pour your Holy Spirit on us: 
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               Womb of Life and Source of Being                   ACS 948 

 
 

 

                     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                     ELW 807 
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Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, 

but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  

C   Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may 

we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 

 
 

Arise in body or spirit 

Blessing 

A   God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you 

the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

Sending Song                               Lord, You Give the Great Commission  ELW 579                        

 

Sending 
 

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Postlude 

 

9:30 am         

Assisting Minister – Traci Wales 

Cantor – Mary Kuhlman 

Lector – Bill Freedlund 

Musician – Cindy Olson    

Pastor – Paul Kuhlman 

Cup Bearer – Mark Anton 

Usher – Deb Watson 

Fellowship -  Paul Kuhlman 

 

We welcome and thank Pastor Paul Kuhlman for leading us in worship today while Pastor 

Ken and Laura are finishing their service at Camp Luther.  We are blessed by Pastor Paul’s abilities 

and Grace is certainly looking forward to his delicious baked goods that we have at followship 

today. 

 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on July 12 after worship. Please plan to attend, 

so that we have quorum. Reports are due on June 16 at the council meeting. 
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Welcome to worship today! We are thrilled that you are here.  We hope you find what we 

have found - a loving Jesus who welcomes all.  No matter your background or faith tradition, 

you will find that Grace Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love, care, and support. We 

are pleased that you are here among us to worship our Triune God.  How God is revealed to 

us is a mystery, but we are thankful that God comes and dwells with us each and every day. 
 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 31    Views: 192 

Weekly Giving: $1,943.00   Budget Amount: $4,363.00 
 

        Offerings received to date through April      $170,737.91  

        Offerings received in May    + $   7,782.58 

        Year to date total offerings              $178,520.49 

rojects Goal     $30, 

        Grace Projects Goal     $30,000.00 

        Received To Date         - $28,980.00 

        Total Needed       $   1,020.00              

 

Grace Projects Goal     $30,000.00  Update on the Parking Lot Cement Project. Permits for the projects have been submitted and 

approved by the Zoning Administrator of Hastings, MI. Work has begun! Thanks to all who have 

contributed to this project. Grace is blessed with many generous people.  Thank you! 

 

Parish Administrator is Cindy Olson. Her office hours are 10:00 am to 2:30 pm Mon – Wed. 

 

Pastor Ken’s office hours are 10:00 am to 12:00 pm Mon & Wed. 

 

The nursery is available weekly during the worship service. Aurora Collins is the Nursery 

Attendant.  She would love to have some little ones visit her.  Please spread the word that Grace 

provides childcare during this worship service.  

 

Women of Faith invites all women to join us Tuesday morning at church 11am – noon as we study 

Growing Older and Wiser in our Bible study. If you have to miss a day – it is okay – just join us 

when you can. 

 

The Lakewood Area Choral Society will open its 41st season with a concert of sacred music at 

3:00 pm on Sunday, June 7th, at Peace Church in Middleville. A second concert (with much of the 

same music as the first) will be at 3:00 pm on Sunday, June 28th, at Kilpatrick United Brethren 

Church in Woodland. 

 

Faith books are still available in the Gathering Area.  Please feel free to take as many books and 

you would like. We thank Steve Wales (Pat’s son) for providing these books for us.    

Please use this QR 

Code to access 
online giving. 
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Join us for the next Red Cross Blood Drive on Monday, June 29, 10 am to 4 pm. The theme 

is “Discover Grace Zoo.” Please consider volunteering by donating, helping with registration, or 

providing snacks for those who give blood. A list of needed foods will be provided in the near 

future. 

 
 

Mission Partners 
 

In Matthew 28:16-20, often referred to as “The Great Commission,” Jesus officially charges his 

disciples with tasks of teaching, discipling, and baptizing people of all nations and groupings. An 

assigned task or mission is the classic sense of the word commission. But what if we also considered 

Jesus’ charge to his disciples a co-mission—a mission together? 

 

In John’s gospel, Jesus speaks plainly to the disciples about participating in, continuing, and even 

expanding upon Jesus’ work. Here in Matthew’s gospel, the resurrected Jesus declares his cosmic 

authority, having triumphed over even death, and then he immediately turns around to share that 

authority with the disciples. Their mission is Jesus’ mission: to build an inclusive community of 

compassion, mercy, and healing. 

 

The work of Christ is shared work. We share it with one another, and we share it with Christ himself. 

The call to discipleship is always a community endeavor. In the liturgy for baptism, the gathered 

assembly affirms the newly baptized, saying, “We welcome you into the body of Christ and into 

the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and 

redeeming word to all the world” (ELW, p. 231). 

 

Not one of us is tasked with saving the world by ourselves. Only Jesus could and would bear that 

responsibility, and even he chose to invite others into the work. It is by grace that we are counted 

among Jesus’ disciples. And it is within the community of grace that we continue to proclaim and 

manifest God’s kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven. We look to our community of faith for support, 

assurance, assistance, and solidarity as we partner with Christ and one another to bring God’s good 

news to the world. 
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