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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit, and the continued growth given by our gracious God.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Arise in body or Spirit

Opening Sentences

@ You are the treasured people of the Lord,
a people holy to the Lord our God.

Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and
when you rise.

@ One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Gathering Song Shout to the Lord ELW 821

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.

L The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
@A Letus pray ... O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid.

Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Please be seated.

First Reading 1 Kings 19:9-18
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake,
wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only
faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings
and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

L A reading from 1 Kings.

? At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 1 He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

"'He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”
Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the
LORD was not in the earthquake, ' and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the
fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. > When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his
mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '* He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD,
the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.” > Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '® Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as
prophet in your place. 7 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '* Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all
the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

(L) The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 85:8-13
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81 will listen to what the LORD | God is saying;

for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
° Truly, your salvation is very near to ' those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell  in our land. [

10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
' Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look ' down from heaven.
12 The LORD will indeed ! grant prosperity,
and our land will ! yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway. &

Second Reading Romans 10:5-15
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the
proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions..

M A reading from Romans.

SMoses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” ® But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) ’” “or ‘Who will descend
into the abyss?”” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ®But what does it say?

“The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart”
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(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ° because if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '°For one
believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to
salvation. ! The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” '? For there is
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call
on him. ' For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in
one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?

15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!”

(L) The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Arise in body or spirit.

Gospel Acclamation ELW Liturgies accomp. ed. pg. 138
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Gospel Reading Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and
sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

@ The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.
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22[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of
Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.?® And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, ** but by this time the boat,
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. >* And early in the
morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 2 But when the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 2’ But immediately
Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” * He said,
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 3 But
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” 3! Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You
of little faith, why did you doubt?” 3> When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. **> And those
in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

L The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message
Song of the Day My Life Flows on in Endless Song ELW 763

Prayers
We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Merciful God. The assembly
prays, Receive our prayer.

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

A brief silence

@A  We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard. Where
your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its faithful witness.
Walk with and guide Bishops Yehiel and Julie, Assistants Scott and Kate; our synod companion
churches, St, Peter Lutheran Church in Unionville; Hastings Assembly of God; Hastings
Baptist Church; Minister of Music Cindy, and Pastor Ken. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.
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For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its variety
and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our hearts with
compassion to join in this work. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy
to all who are afraid or in danger. Be with those who safeguard the world, including Parker
Stancil (Freedlund), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel
Taggart (Varkula), Seth Domke (Domke), Hudson Schick (Markwart) and Leopold Schick
(Markwart). Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving
presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer especially for Jennie
Anderson, Vickey Argo, the family of Shirley Beck, Bob Bolton, Frank Bolton, Chris Bush, John
Charles, Cherie Clements, Aurora Collins, Kay Corrigan, Kim Domke, Celina Eichler, Greg
Franks, Melanie Franks, Lisa Golnek, Larry Griswold, Bill Halstead, Jamie Heise
(pregnancy), Walker Heise, Autum Henion, Christine Jenkins, Joy Jenks, Martha Klenk,
Michelle Luedke, Ed Markwart, Lexi Markwart, Cathy Martell, Larry Maupin, Dick Melcher,
Carrie Miller, Virginia Moomey, Kate Muraski, Jody Neagle, Corey Normandin, Lincoln
Osborn, Corrina Palmer, Ricky Palmer, Josh Reynolds, Rob Smelker, Payton Stancil, Kathy
Surratt, Gary Teegardin, Al Throop, Claudia Throop, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Ron
Waege, Clyde Watson Jr., and Tom and Kathy. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a turbulent
world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your still, calm voice.
Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.
Here other intersessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey, that
we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Please arise in body or spirit.

Sharing the Peace of God
®  The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. (We share the peace of Christ with one another.)
Offering Song Come to the Table ELW 481
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Offering Prayer

@A Letuspray ... Beknown to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples.

Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the
world. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

i)

® Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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@ It is our duty and delight, that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you,
through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow the way of humble service and love, and so, with the
church on earth all creation and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy TFF accomp. ed. pg. 21
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Table Prayer

P  We should always and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through Jesus Christ, who by his death on the cross and glorious resurrection broke the bonds
of sin and death and gave life to all creation.

By dying on the cross, Jesus has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal
life.

® In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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®  Pour your Holy Spirit upon us as we share this meal in the body and blood of our Lord.

Make us one with Christ and with all who share this feast. Unite us in faith, encourage
us with hope, inspire us to love, that we may serve as your faithful people until we feast
at your table in glory.

Lord’s Prayer

@ Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God!

Please be seated.

Communion Songs Lamb of God TFF accomp. ed. pg. 44
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Prayer after Communion

@ Letus pray . .. Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.

Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may
we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Arise in body or spirit

Blessing

Al God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you
the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

Amen.

Sending Song What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine ELW 774

Sending
A Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

9:30 am

Assisting Minister — Traci Wales
Lector — Bill Freedlund

Cantor — Anna Scheck

Musician — Cindy Olson

Pastor — Ken Scheck

Cup Bearer — Jan Schreiner
Usher — Mark Anton

Fellowship - Jeanette Markwart

Noisy Offering collected today will benefit Barry County Cares. Noisy Offering is collected the
second Sunday of each month.

The nursery is available weekly during the worship service.

Parish Administrator Cindy Olson’s office hours are 10 am to 2:30 pm Mon — Wed.
Cindy will NOT be in the office the week of August 24, until the afternoon of Thursday, 8/27.

Pastor Ken’s office hours are 10 am to 12 noon Mon & Wed.
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The Barry County Relay for Life will be from noon on Saturday, September 12 until noon on
Sunday, September 13. It will be held at Tyden Park. Register to walk or support our Grace
walkers partnering with at team called GIVE4GOOD. www.relayforlife.org/barrymi

Luminaria are available at Grace. Bags are due back on September 6™. Contact Kim Domke or
Amy Poholski for more information.

Zion Lutheran Church, Woodland, will have a Celebration of 170 years of Worship & Service
on Sunday, August 23"%, Worship is at 11am, immediately followed with lunch, and then
games for kids and a hymn sing. Grace is considered part of Zion’s history and invited to join
in this event.

Take Heart

Can you recall a time in your life when something happened that was so strange or out of place that
your initial reaction was fear? Maybe you doubted what you were experiencing or seeing and even
thought, This is not possible. This can't be.

The disciples must have been terrified when they saw something so strange that it should have been
impossible—someone walking on water, toward their boat, during a storm. They thought they were
seeing a ghost until Jesus said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid” (Matthew 14:27).

Some say seeing is believing, but sometimes belief comes through experiencing. So, with Jesus’
encouragement, Peter stepped out of the boat and began to walk on the water. But when he realized
how hard the wind was blowing, Peter started sinking and shouted, “Lord, save me!” Jesus reached
out, steadied Peter, and said, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”” (vv. 30-31). Then the storm
ended.

We may be more like Peter than we realize. Maybe there are times when it’s relatively easy to trust
in God—until we face something unexpected, frightening, or out of our control. Then doubts
immediately overwhelm us.

The good news is that Jesus hears our cries and saves us. He is with us in our weakest moments,
holding us even as our spirits sink. Take heart—Jesus is always with you, bringing peace amid the
storms, faith amid your doubts, and new life out of death.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Welcome to worship today! We are thrilled that you are here. We hope you find what we
have found - a loving Jesus who welcomes all. No matter your background or faith tradition,
you will find that Grace Lutheran Church is a place that is full of love, care, and support.
Today we are given an invitation to come to Jesus. Let us take up that invitation and share
in prayer, service and listening to Jesus’ Holy Spirit.

Stewardship Information

Plecasg use this QR | Attendance: 43 Views: 198
online giving. | Weekly Giving: $1,630.00 Budget Amount: $4,363.00
Online Giving in July: $3,111.26
@ ) Offerings received to date through July $211,592.55
Offerings received in August +$ 1,630.00
Year to date total offerings $213,222.55

Non-Budget Giving: Grace Projects: $ 45.00

Update on the Parking Lot Project. Please be careful when entering the building. We have gotten
our ducks in a row to enter into a contract with the asphalt company. When work begins, the
parking lot will have a gravel-type surface, for up to two weeks. We are thankful for the very
generous gift from the Anton Family that makes this phase of our parking lot project possible. We
are blessed by everyone who has shared generously with Grace. We will inform you when the
parking lot will be completely closed, which will be for one day only.

Brown Bag Bible Study, Thursdays Noon — 1pm: Have you ever been confused about the book
of Revelation? Come join us as we discuss this book and our thoughts. Remember Communion is
offered before each study begins.

Women of Faith will not be meeting in July and August. We will resume September 15, 2026.
Our next Bible study topic will be revealed closer to September. Have a nice summer everyone.

The Cereal City Band Concert is scheduled for Sunday, August 16 at the Kellogg Manor.
Concert is 3-5pm. Those interested can sign on the bulletin board. Please indicate if a ride is
needed. We will confirm reservations for Heroes Restaurant in Delton for dinner after the
concert. Please mark if you will attend the dinner so we have an accurate count.

Our next Blood Drive will be August 24, 2026, 10am-4pm. Our theme: Pajama Party.

Please consider donating blood by calling 1-800-RedCross or by signing up online. Tell your family
and friends. There will soon be a Refreshment Need sign-up sheet in the Gathering Area, should
you wish to donate some food for the cause.
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